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Happy New Year to all our readers.
If you have any photos or articles we 
would love to receive them.  Deadline is 
always 12th of the month for the following 
month’s issue.

Space is always an issue so articles that are 
“brief and to the point” are welcome.

Photos should be sent in the highest 
definition possible so that they might be 
increased in size to go on the front cover of 
the magazine.

Updates from Clift Surgery, Bramley
At this time of year our local GP surgeries are working excessively 
hard for their patients so it is particularly disappointing to receive the 
following figures of patients who failed to attend their appointments 
at Clift Surgery (and did not inform the surgery);  November = 108 and 
December = 71

Staffing updates. 
The surgery is pleased to welcome some new members of staff.

•	 Jason, a former paramedic, has joined the surgery as a dispensing 
paramedic, and will assist with triaging and seeing patients.

•	 Gemma, a former A and E nurse has joined as a practice nurse, 
replacing Paige Dwyer

•	 Matt from Mind is at the surgery once a week, supporting mental 
health. He sees adults over 18 for face-to-face appointments. He 
offers advice and signposting, but not counselling.

•	 Julie has joined this dispensary.

A message from the dispensary
Once again, the dispensary would like to remind all patients to collect 
ordered medication promptly. They have limited storage and medicines 
not collected will go back into stock.

Updating your information.
If you have changed your home phone number, ceased to have a 
landline, or got a new mobile phone number or a new email address, 
please let the surgery know as soon as possible. It is important the 
surgery knows how they can get in touch. The best way to this is emailing 
reception.clift@nhs.net or on paper to the surgery. Please do not 
telephone these details

Contact us at villagermagazine@gmail.com
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Sunday Mass will be celebrated at the Church of St Bede, Popley at the following times:  9.00am  11.00am  6.30pm

Weekday Mass	

Tuesday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *	 Friday	 HG Church, Basingstoke	 9.30am *
Wednesday	 HG Church, Basingstoke	 9.30am *	 Saturday	Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *
Thursday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *			   * Time & Venue could vary

Tel:  07787292848           Lionel.LEcuyer.28235@hampshire.police.uk
A warm welcome to Lionel who,  as 
one of the new local bobbies,  will be in 
continuous touch with the community, 
their concerns, there in their time of 
need, and addressing root causes of 
crime. Ensuring the public know who 
their Local Bobby is and how to get hold 
of them is vital. 

The new scheme will ensure people 
know who to contact about safety and 
crime concerns, it will also provide 
ample opportunities for the community 
to share information and intelligence 
easily, ultimately helping the police to 
police more effectively. 

More information:  https://
hampshirealert.co.uk/Content/
LocalArea/32970/Sherborne%20St%20
John  
Where to find the Bobby for a 
different area:  https://hampshirealert.
co.uk/Content/AllLocalAreas 
#sherbornestjohn

Roman Catholic Services (Tel: 819772)

New Local Bobby For Sherborne St John - 
PC Lionel L’ecuyer

Meals with Jesus
I recently learned that the word “companion” comes from the 
Latin “cum” (“together”) and “panis” (“bread”). Throughout 
history and across all cultures the simple act of sharing 
bread or a meal together is a way of expressing and building 
friendship and community. Meals matter. When my mind 
wanders it’s very often my next meal that I start thinking 
about! But it’s the people we share them with as well as the 
food itself that gives them their true significance. 

When you think about your own dining room or kitchen 
table, what memories come to mind? Meals that you’ve had 
to celebrate special occasions perhaps, stories shared with 
friends and family, guests you have welcomed for the first 
time, laughter, tears, arguments, hearts being poured out. 
It’s amazing how often when I think back to holidays it’s the 
mealtimes that I remember most clearly.

Meals matter. We know we need food to give us the energy 
we need to live but God created us and food in such a way 
that meals give us so much more. Taste, enjoyment and 

opportunity to build companionship and community. 
Charities like the Foodbank are sadly vital at the moment 
because they give people the food they need to live but they 
are also giving the gift of a meal and everything else that 
comes with that.  

In Luke’s Gospel we’re told that Jesus, the Son of Man came 
“eating and drinking.” And sure enough, time and again Luke 
tells stories of Jesus around a table with all kinds of different 
people. 

This term at church, helped by a book by Tim Chester called 
“Meals with Jesus”, we’re going to take a closer look at each 
meal Jesus had in Luke’s Gospel. We will explore what he is 
showing us in each occasion and consider what these meals 
with Jesus have to teach us about his message of grace, his 
mission to the world, and the community he came to build – 
do join us if you can. 

 Rev. Stewart Deering
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February 2024

Make Jesus known & build up the church in Faith & Love

St Andrew’s – Sherborne St John | All Saints – Monk Sherborne  | Pamber Priory 

Children of all ages are very welcome in our services. At St Andrew’s we run a Sunday Club during term
time and we have a creche space in the tower at the back for babies & toddlers with toys, colouring and

a changing table.

The Services at St Andrew’s are live streamed on our YouTube channel and are available to watch
afterwards. Search Parish of the Sherbornes with Pamber on Youtube or use the link on our website under

the Resources Menu.

  Wed 7th     |

  Sun 11th     |

  Wed 21st    |

  Sun 25th     |

  Wed 28th   |

  Sat 3rd      |   

  Sun 4th      |       

  Tues 6th     |       

  Sat 10th      |       

  Wed 14th   |       

  Sun 18th     |       

  Mon 26th   |       

10am Women’s Coffee Morning – Monk Sherborne Village Hall
7pm Men’s Curry Night – Monk Sherborne Village Hall

10am Holy Communion with Sunday Club – St Andrew’s SSJ

7.30pm Evening Prayer – Parish Room

10–11.30am Little Acorns Baby & Toddler - SSJ Village Hall
12-12.30pm Midday Prayer  – St Andrew’s SSJ

8.30am Morning Prayer – Parish Room

10am All-Age Worship - St Andrew’s SSJ
10am Morning Worship – All Saints’ Monk Sherborne 

12-12.30pm Midday Prayer – All Saints’ Monk Sherborne

10am All-Age Worship – St Andrew’s SSJ

10–11.30am Little Acorns Baby & Toddler - SSJ Village Hall
12-12.30pm Midday Prayer – St Andrew’s SSJ

10am Morning Worship - St Andrew’s SSJ
10am Morning Worship – Pamber Priory 

Homegroups – Various times & locations throughout week

10–11.30am Little Acorns Baby & Toddler - SSJ Village Hall
12-12.30pm Midday Prayer – Pamber Priory

CHURCHES

www.sherborneswithpamber.org     facebook.com/sherborneswithpamber
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01256 889215  07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk

ADVERTISE HERE
CALL Emma Foreman

February 2024

2	 Quiz in aid of SSJ Primary School, SSJ Social Club   Tickets from Social Club	 7pm

4	 B/S & Dean Rotary - Royal Marines Band at the Anvil	 10.00 – 12.00

6	 Women’s Fellowship, SSJ Village Hall,  The Wit and Wisdom of Gilbert and Sullivan	 2.00pm

12	 Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall	 10.00 – 12.00

21	 The Arts Society Basingstoke lecture: The Story of Pandora by Mary Sharp,  S-o-L  V. Hall	 10.30am

26	 Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall	 10.00 – 12.00

March 2024

5	 Women’s Fellowship,  SSJ Village Hall,  A Mother’s Book ‘That Summer’	 2.00pm

11	 Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall	 10.00 – 12.00

16	 Jumble Sale for Sherborne St John Brownies,  SSJ  Village Hall,  ssjbrownies@outlook.com	 10.0am

20	 The Arts Society Basingstoke lecture: Winchester Bible by Christopher de Hamel, S-o-L  V. Hall	 10.30am

25	 Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall	 10.00 – 12.00

April 2024

2	 Women’s Fellowship,  SSJ Village Hall,  A Pilgrimage to India	 2.00pm
8	 Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall	 10.00 – 12.00
17	 The Arts Society Basingstoke lecture: Woman’s Suffrage – Houses of Parliament by Mary Branson	 10.30am
22	 Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall	 10.00 – 12.00

Notify Claiming Dates to Lindsay Berry on lindsayberry0@gmail.com or message on 07775 800955

Claiming Dates

Answer at end of the magazine

Where am I?
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Notification of Publicity of the 
Modified Sherborne St John 
Neighbourhood Plan 2011-2029 
(Regulation 16)
Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Council is now in receipt of the final 
submission version of the Modified 
Sherborne St John Neighbourhood 
Plan (NP) along with all accompanying 
documentation required under the 
Regulations. The Modified Sherborne 
St John sets out a vision for the 
neighbourhood area and planning 
policies which will be used to determine 
planning applications locally and guide 
development in the neighbourhood 
area up until 2029. The Submission 
Sherborne St John NP will be subject 
to formal public consultation open 
now through to 5pm on Monday 26 
February 2024.

What does the Modified 
Sherborne St John 
Neighbourhood Plan consist 
of and where can it be 
viewed?
The Submission Modified Sherborne St 
John NP consists of the following:

•	 Submission Modification Sherborne 
St John NP 2011-2029 (as modified 
November 2023)

•	 Consultation Statement (and 
appendices)

•	 Basic Conditions Statement
•	 Modification Proposal Statement
•	 Strategic Environmental Assessment 

and Habitat Regulations Assessment 
screening report and decision notice

The plan is also supported by a range of 
background papers. 

These submission documents and 
supporting evidence base documents are 
available to view on the council’s website 
at Sherborne St John Neighbourhood 
Plan (basingstoke.gov.uk). 

These submission documents, along 
with a guidance note, are also available 
for public inspection at:

•	 Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Council Offices (8:30am - 5:00pm 
on Mondays to Thursdays, and 
8:30am - 4.30pm on Fridays);

•	 Basingstoke Discovery Centre 
(8:30am - 6:30pm on Mondays to 
Fridays, and 8:30am - 4:30pm on 
Saturdays); 

•	 Sherborne St John Village Hall, 
Kiln Road, Sherborne St John, 
Basingstoke RG24 9HR (10:00-
14:30 Mon – Fri).

•	 Sherborne Village Store, Sireburne 
Close, Sherborne St John, 
Basingstoke, RG24 9YZ (07:30-
21:00 daily)

•	 St Andrews Church, Sherborne 
St John, Basingstoke, RG24 9HT 
(Please contact the Church for 
opening hours on tel:07897 562134)

•	 Swan Pub, 3 Kiln Road, Sherborne 
St John, Basingstoke, RG24 9HS 
(Monday – Friday: 11:00-23:00- Sat 
09:30-23:00- Sun: 09:30- 22:30)

How can you make your 
representations? 
Representations in relation to the 
Sherborne St John NP and supporting 
documents should be submitted to 
the borough council using one of the 
following methods:

•	 Online response form at Home | 
Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Council Online Consultation Portal

•	 Return representation form or 
submit written comments by 
post to: Planning Policy Team, 
Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Council, Civic Offices, London 
Road, Basingstoke RG21 4AH

•	 Return representation form or 
submit written comments by email 
to: local.plan@basingstoke.gov.uk 

Only those representations that are 
made in writing and that are received 
by the council within the consultation 

period (ending 5pm on Monday 26 
February 2024) will be considered. 
All responses will then be forwarded 
to the plan’s examiner once he/she is 
appointed. 

When making your representation, 
please can you indicate whether you 
wish to be participate in an Examination 
Public Hearing (should the examiner 
decide there is a need for one). 

Respondents to the consultation will be 
notified about the Examiner’s Report 
and the next stages of making the 
Modified Sherborne St John NP, please 
indicate if you do not wish to receive 
these updates.

You are receiving this email as you are 
registered on the council’s planning 
policy database or are a statutory 
consultee. If you wish to amend your 
details or remove your details from the 
database, please contact local.plan@
basingstoke.gov.uk.

Planning Policy Team
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WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 

Fixed Price Cleaning - CRB & Insured 
Products & Equipment Supplied 

 

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning – End Tenancy  
Spring Cleans – One Off Clean 

Tel: 07954794817     
Tel: (01256) 412369 

www.whatchorescleaning.co.uk  
 

CALL US 01256 358 940
www.bobberryfencing.co.uk

Over 35 years experience in all types of domestic, 
commercial  and  industrial  fencing based in Sherborne St John

FREE estimates and advice with no obligation  and 
good quality workmanship are GUARANTEED

WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 
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01256 889215  07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk

ADVERTISE HERE
CALL Emma Foreman

News from the Pambers  
&  Little London
Hello everyone, and Happy New Year! It seems rather late in 
the day to give you those wishes, but the non-publication of 
the Villager in January explains it.

Still on the festive theme, I wanted to thank David Ogborn 
and team for organizing such a splendid Carol Concert at 
St  Stephen’s on 10th December.  If you didn’t make it, you 
missed a treat.  There were excellent readings from Alexander, 
Felix and Hetty,  beautiful singing from  the choral group 
Generations under the direction of Steve Hetherington, and 

some lovely folk solos delivered 
by Paul and his daughter, Lucy. 
David delivered an excellent 
rendition of part of Dylan 
Thomas’s  “A Child’s Christmas 
in Wales” which was very well-
received, and his delivery of the 
punch lines brought the house 
down. And we mustn’t forget 
the delicious – particularly so 
in my opinion - mince pies and 
mulled wine.  All this, plus the 
tree and lights, setting up the hall 
and other Cinderella-style tasks 
of a  behind-the-scenes nature 

were provided by the excellent backstage team which included 
Clare and Robert, Gary and Carol and Sue and Doreen. Thank 
you, all, for making it possible!

Hetty’s role as reader enables me to 
segue into a mention of our Meet the 
Villager for February: Hetty’s mum, 
Freya.  You may have seen Freya 
running ,cycling or most probably 
riding around the village. She has a 
passion for all things equestrian, and 
her line of work has brought her into 
contact with an interesting person 
whom she thinks you might enjoy 
hearing about.  Space (and time) does not allow me to expand 
on this, but more will be revealed in the next issue.

In the meantime, as my Gran used to say “Wrap up warm”, 
and enjoy this cold, sharp weather.  If you could avoid the 
mud, the walk through the woods today, under blue skies, was 
fabulous. And thank you to the kind soul who removed the 
dangerous barbed-wire attached, more or less invisibly, to one 
of the stiles on the recently re-opened 
track from New Rd.  The wire-cutters, 
finally remembered, remained 
untouched in my pocket!  And finally, 
can anyone out there enlighten me 
as to what the piles of what look like 
wood shavings I spotted in the forest 
last month are: any ideas?

Until next month, 

B  🐝  bdownes.villager@gmail.com
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Monk Sherborne Parish Council
Planning.
The recent application regarding 3 
dwellings at Rookery Farm has been 
refused. Objections were placed against 
the application for 3 dwellings in White 
Hart Lane, Charter Alley.

Village Hall
Village drinks evenings are being 
organised on a monthly basis 6-8PM. So 
far there have been 2 evenings and very 
much enjoyed by all. These evenings 
will now take placeon 1st Thursday of 
the month - so 1st February, 7th March 
etc.  It would be great to see more local 
residents. 

Flooding.
Rainfall has been relentless since 
October and unsurprisingly caused 
problems locally. There have been severe 
flooding issues in the War Memorial 
area. Now there is ground water flowing 
24 hours a day which is not helpful. The 
Council have asked the Lengthsman 
to carry out cleaning of the ditches 
and remove the silt so they work more 
efficiently. A meeting with Highways has 
been arranged to resolve the problem 

of deep flooding towards Sherborne 
St.John and progress is being made with 
local landowners playing their part in 
rectifying the matter.

Play area
The Council is pleased to report 
that the funding to carry out a full 
refurbishment of the play area has 
been achieved and we look forward to 
the works starting in March with the 
hope of it being up and running for the 
summer.  The plan of the new layout will 
be placed on the village website as soon 
as possible.

This is going to be a major improvement 
and facility for the area and work well 
alongside the new Village Hall.  Our 
grateful thanks go to BDBC Pride 
of Place grant, Manydown Trust, 
Manydown company as well as the 
Village Hall for their kind support. It 
will make such a difference.  Thanks 
must also go to our Clerk for her hard 
work on research and completing 
comprehensive application forms!!

Parish maintenance
Our thanks go to the volunteers that 

carried out the refurbishment of the 
bench seat next to the phone box and 
also for letting water off the roads 
during the heavy rain. Also the residents 
carrying out litter picking is much 
appreciated and keeping our parish tidy. 
It makes such a difference .

Please can we remind residents to 
maintain their hedges adjacent to the 
Highway in order that traffic can pass 
safely.

Precept
The precept has reluctantly increased by 
10% but necessary to cover the expenses 
to maintain the Parish but for a Band D 
property represents a modest increase.

Charter Alley Village Store
It’s now over a year since the shop 
opened and is proving popular as 
a coffee shop and store but as most 
businesses of this type they rely on 
regular support. A kitchen is going to be 
installed shortly and customers can look 
forward to hot food. Please give this 
shop as much support as possible.

Peter Boyle

The Royal British Legion
BRAMLEY & DISTRICT NEWS

At our lunchtime meeting on 9 January, 
John Morley our branch chairman 
presented his predecessor John Delafield 
with a Certificate of Appreciation. John 
was hugely influential in getting the 
branch running again after the Covid 
pandemic which brought everything to 
a standstill for more than 18 months. 
John is now our branch President and it 

is good to have him back with us after 
recent surgery.
Our former Standard Bearer and 
long-time member Tony Evans had his 
85th birthday on 20 January and some 
members visited him at The Grange 
nursing home in Sherborne St John to 
offer their congratulations.
Our next meeting is on Tuesday 13 
February at 12.30pm at Cross House, 
Bramley when we will be providing a 
lovely “ Warm Hub”, homemade soup 
and rolls and some entertainment!, 
possibly showing a film. Everyone is 
most welcome to come along.
Pete Pullin, who was our RBL county 
Membership Engagement Officer and 
most helpful in the post-Covid relaunch 
of the branch in April 2022, has moved 
to the same role in Surrey.

Our new  county MEO is Holly Church 
will be the speaker at our meeting at 
lunchtime on Tuesday 12 March and 
we look forward to learning how she 
will work with us to further develop our 
branch. More details next time.
Membership of The RBL is open to 
all for an annual subscription of only 
£18 which also includes quarterly 
issues of The Legion magazine which 
covers many military events and 
commemorations across the world. This 
year’s special commemoration is the 
80th Anniversary of D Day on 6 June 
1944. An event in Bramley is already 
planned.

John Morley
Branch Chairman
BramChair484@RBL. Community
07900 892566
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Beau’s Blog
Happy New Year to you all.  I hope 
you had a drier Christmas than 
me?  It was very foggy and wet 
where I was for the holidays.  Not 
that it really worries me as I have 
a warm furry rain coat continually 
around me.  Sadly, although poor 
deflated Teddy has a fur coat, he has 
no insides and no raincoat so if left 
forgotten in the garden he often gets 
very soggy. That doesn’t stop me 
from bringing him inside to dry off 
– much to the Mrs’ irritation.  She is 
quite happy for me to play with him 
when he is dry but when wet she is 
not happy for him to accompany 
me indoors.  The Boss does not 
mind what state Teddy is in but then 
as the Mrs says he doesn’t do the 
housework.  It’s all very well having 
wet Teddy in the back of the Boss’s 
chariot but that is the only place that 
he is allowed “in doors” until he is 
dry – Teddy that is, not the Boss!.

I had a very special second birthday 
during the festive season holiday 
away, when I inadvertently received 
two great gifts.  This came about 
because the Boss, being a dedicated 
carnivore, thought he had selected a 
haunch of venison for his Christmas 
dinner.  The Mrs defrosted and 
unpacked to prepare for the cooking 
and remarked how thoughtful the 
Boss had been in packing two legs 
together.   In an instant the Boss 
seemed to shrink and gulp and 
rushed to inspect the joint.  Aghast 
he deflated, realising his Christmas 
dinner would not turn out to be 
the magnificent feast he had hoped.  
He had inadvertently picked up 
a package containing two front 
legs instead of one haunch which 
meant that the Boss and the Mrs 
just about managed to get a meagre 
scraping of meat on their plates 
for their Christmas dinner while 

I revelled in the fact that I would 
have a large bone for my Christmas 
dinner and also one for my Birthday 
celebrations!!.....  

After a lecture from the Mrs 
regarding labelling and reading, the 
Boss apologised and commented 
that “at least the dog was happy and 
the Christmas pudding almost made 
up for it”.

http://beauregardsdogblog.blogspot.com

Chris Lacey    National Trust 

The Vyne
Wrapped up in cosy layers, now’s the time of year to spot light 
sprinklings of snowdrops and cyclamen as well as cheerful 
patches of daffodils coming into bloom at The Vyne. This 
half-term, families can keep their eyes peeled for beautiful 
hearts hidden in The Vyne’s gardens and complete a fun 
quiz on the Valentine heart trail running 10-18 Feb 10am-
4pm. Free trail sheets will be available at visitor reception. 
In the tea-room, located next to the gift shop, you can warm 
the cockles with wholesome soups and one pots alongside 
steaming teas, coffees and hot chocolates. The house is open 
weekends only 11am-3pm until 3 March inclusive.

More information at: nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/hampshire/
the-vyne
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01256 889215  
07747 015494

emma@thehaye.co.uk

ADVERTISE 
HERE 

CALL Emma Foreman

FOR ALL YOUR SWIMMING POOL 
REQUIREMENTS

Design and Build New Liner and 
Concrete Pools
 Renovation and Repair
 Service and Maintenance
 Auto Covers and Cleaners
 Chemicals and Accessories

Harlequin Swimming Pools Ltd

01962 774004

sales@harlequinpools.co.uk
www.harlequinpools.co.uk Reliable, personal service since 1973
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Foremost
Tree Surgeons Ltd 

Private & Domestic Enquiries
Tree Felling, Tree Pruning, Stump Grinding, Tree Thinning, 
Tree Reduction, Landscaping and Fencing

Commercial Enquiries
Site Clearance, Developers, Electricity Board Approved, Council Approved

Other Services
Tree Surveys, Tree Reports, Tree Inspections, Technical Plans Provided, 
Logs and Chipping Supplied

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FULL EMPLOYERS LIABILITY / £10 MILLION COVER
NCH. ARB & Nptc TRAINED STAFF

Call today on: 01256 814602
Greenacres Nursery, Aldermaston Road, Pamber Green, Tadley, Hants, RG26 3AF

www.foremosttreesurgeons.co.ukinfo@foremosttreesurgeons.co.uk

Licence No: 2063

CALL FOR 

YOUR FREE

ESTIM
ATE
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Aldermaston Road, Pamber End, Tadley RG26 5QW

Garden Furniture  Outdoor Living  BBQs 
Birdcare  Plants  Bedding  Seeds  Compost 

Pots  Hanging Baskets  Tools  Fencing
Sheds  Garden Gift Vouchers  Co�ee Shop

Elm Park Garden Centre

www.elmparkgardencentre.co.uk
 Tel 01256 850587

        Like and Share us on Facebook

Will Writing, Estate Planning
& Lasting Powers of Attorney

- A friendly, accessible and quality service

A member of the
Society of Will Writers

Contact: Clare Datta
m: 07810 455 581
t: 01256 896 336

e: claredatta@whitchurchwills.co.uk
w: www.whitchurchwills.co.uk

36 Hillside, Whitchurch, Hampshire, RG28 7SN

ontactt: CCClllare Datta

- NOW OFFERING -
PROBATE SERVICES
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Prestige & 4x4  |  Finance & PCP Packages  |  Extended Warranty 
GAP Insurance  |  Part Exchange  |  Indoor Showroom   |  FCA Approved

Used Vehicles in Hampshire

Tel: 01256 334363  Email: o�ce@moorelands.com
www.moorelands.com

Sherborne St John Primary School
The first few weeks of the new year have 
whizzed by at Sherborne St John C of 
E Primary School. We have already 
had school trips to QMC  for science 
investigations and Butser Farm to help 
Class 4 put their history project into 
context. 

Our Year 5 children have been really 
lucky and have started learning a new 
sport. Each week, they travel to May’s 

Bounty and are having squash lessons. 
During the first lesson, they joined in 
with games to build their stamina, speed 
and accuracy so that they were ready for 
learning other techniques needed. By 
the second week, racquets were in hand 
and they were learning a whole new lot 
of skills! 

We have lots of other exciting things to 
look forward to this term, including; a 

visit from Bishop David; Year 2 will visit 
QMC for science; Class 3 have a virtual 
workshop with the British Museum 
and a trip to Selborne planned; and our 
Reception children will be heading out 
on their winter walk around the village. 
We’ll share more on all of this next time.

Sherbert 

SSJ School Villager Correspondent
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Matters fishy –  
the discovery of a medieval fishpond 
in Sherborne St. John
It is difficult not to like carp.  You can 
see shoals of them in Church Pond 
cruising with the lazy certainty of apex 
predators, until powerful flicks of their 
tails send them shooting in different 
directions.  They are aristocrats of the 
pond, and though few people (other 
than some Eastern Europeans) now 
enjoy them for eating, our medieval 
ancestors thought differently – the cost 
of a fresh fish in the Middle Ages was 
about a carpenter’s daily wage. Today 
carp are much prized by anglers for 
their size and fighting spirit, and in 
Sherborne St. John they are enjoyed by 
those who feed them as they scrap for 
crumbs.

Admire them (please do not fish them!) 
and then step back. Look at the large 
rectangular pond in front of you. 
It is clearly man made and of a size 
ridiculous for an agricultural pond.  
It is not what you think: neither is it 
a ‘village’ or ‘farm’ pond but rather a 
medieval fishpond, recorded in 1302 
and the pond of a large medieval manor 
house that existed on the site of Manor 
Farm House.

In his 2003 book Rupert Willoughby 
suggested that the ‘Farm Pond’ was 
‘almost certainly a medieval fishpond, 
part of a ‘demesne’, or home farm, of the 
absentee Ports and the St Johns.

The Ports and St. Johns were the local 
landowners (Hugh de Port was given 
more than 50 manors by William the 
Conqueror). Recently, Rupert has been 
thinking more about the fishpond 
and its setting: ‘So large a fishpond 
suggests that its early occupants, who 
were favoured tenants, were themselves 
of high standing. On Anthony Chute’s 
estate map (c.1732), Manor Farm is 
explicitly described as the ‘Manor House 
of Sherborne St John’, in remembrance 
of its former glory. There was certainly a 
belief locally that this had been the site of 
a great house, based on the presence of a 
substantial, stagnant moat on the north 
side, connecting to a corner of the pond. 
The greater part of it was drained and 

filled in 1862, the remaining part only 
a few years ago. The ‘moat’ may always 
have had some agricultural rather than 
defensive purpose. On the other hand, 
small, moated manor houses are by no 
means unusual in the area, Beaurepaire, 
Cufaude and Sherfield being the nearest 
examples. Until the fifteenth century, 
this early manor-house was far more 
significant in the parish than The Vyne.’

In November, Rupert’s original 
observations and research were 
presented to Professor Christopher 
Dyer CBE, FBA. FSA. Ph D Emeritus 
Professor of History, University of 
Leicester (formerly Director of the 
Centre for English Local History) who 
has not only identified a 1302 reference 
to the Sherborne St. John fishpond 
but additionally developed Rupert’s 
discovery into a discussion of the site as 
a whole:

I would urge you to step back from the 
pond and observe the historic landscape 
in which it is sited. Next to the pond is 
a farmhouse, which is not a very old 
building, but stands on the site of the 
manor house occupied by the Ports and 
St Johns. Next to the manor house in a 
typically close relationship, we see the 
parish church, which is very likely to have 
been founded in the 10th or 11th century 
by the lord of the manor, initially as a 
private church, but then became a public 
asset, serving the lord’s tenants in the 
village, with a house for the priest. The 
pond was added as a practical asset and 
a mark of prestige, but over the land to 
the east of the manor and church a park 
was laid out, the boundary fence of which 
is still visible in modern hedge lines. A 
park with a herd of deer was again a 
practical resource, as the venison could be 
part of the household’s diet, and the park 
could also be used to graze some of the 
lord’s cattle and horses. But a park also 
reflected the abundance of land belonging 
to the lord of the manor, and his ability 
to hunt, the ultimate aristocratic pastime. 
To the south of the manor house lay the 
village, a source of profit for the lord, 

where he could hold a court and hope to 
dominate the local people.

What are we to make of all this?  It 
seems that hidden in plain sight in 
the middle of our village is North 
Hampshire’s best surviving publicly 
accessible medieval fishpond as well as 
the site of an important medieval manor 
house.  The original manor house was 
long ago swept away and rebuilt, falling 
in status to a manor farm when Lord 
Sandys built the Vyne in the early 16th 
century. But memory of its original 
status persists not only in the name and 
site of the current Manor Farm but in 
the shape of the land around it and the 
fishpond and church it abuts.

Putting the Sherborne pond into 
context, there are other medieval 
fishponds in the area but they are either 
in poor condition or not accessible: the 
one in Morgaston Wood is empty and 
overgrown, requiring a National Trust 
artist’s impression for an idea of what it 
once looked like; those to the north of 
the Vyne were united by John Chute in 
the 18th century to form a single lake; 
the medieval fishpond at Pamber Priory 
is now a mess and half-filled; and those 
at Wyeford Farm’s were considerably 
altered in the 17th century to create 
formal gardens. This leaves Beaurepaire’s 
fine pair of fishponds and the moated 
site at Clapper’s Farm but these are not 
publicly accessible being on private land.

Champagne to Rupert and Professor 
Dyer for their astonishing discoveries! 
Between them they have opened our 
eyes to what we have in Sherborne 
St. John.  At this time of the year, 
walkers along Church Path might 
see (sometimes unwilling!) teenagers 
pottering about in a boat retrieving 
fallen branches and cutting back 
vegetation.  It is only now that we know 
that this is something that the villagers 
of Sherborne St. John have been doing 
for at least 722 years.  Ponds require 
maintenance if they are not to silt 
up and become overgrown. That the 
Sherborne St. John pond has survived 
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in such excellent condition is testament 
to the care of successive generations, as 
well as the clear water that flows into it 
via the entry stream and springs.

The next time you are on Church Path 
look out over the water – it is a pond of 

remarkable antiquity, a living, flowing, 
bubbling link that connects us back 
to the past of a village that is Saxon in 
origin and mentioned in the Domesday 
Book (the Saxon ‘Sherborne’ translates 
to something like ‘bright water’ in 
modern English.) Then look at Manor 

Farm House and St. Andrew’s Church; 
though much has changed, together 
they combine to form an ensemble that 
would be recognisable to the medieval 
inhabitants of Sherborne St. John.

Adam Rattray

Hidden in plain sight – Sherborne St. John’s medieval fishpond  
(recorded 1302) seen from the churchyard

Detail of the 1732 map (Hampshire Record Office, 31 M57/1209), where 
Manor Farm is described as the ‘Manor House of Sherborne St. John’.  
The adjacent church and pond are also marked.
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All Seasons
Window Cleaning

Reliably serving the community for over 20 years

Additional services include:
• Driveway cleaning •

• Cladding/signage cleaning •
• Gutter/fascia/soffit cleaning •
• Conservatory roof cleaning •
• Pure water - no chemicals •

Call STEVE on 01256 353727
Email: info@allseasonswindowcleaning.com
Web: www.allseasonswindowcleaning.com
www.facebook.com/allseasonswindowcleaninguk
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01256 688648
 Call Pete to book a FREE survey & quotation
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Women’s Fellowship
December’s Christmas lunch was, as ever, 
a great success, and the Bishopswood Golf 
Course is provisionally booked for this 
coming December.

The first meeting of 2024 was a very 
appropriate talk for January, given by 
aromatherapist Nicola Middleton,  when 
members were given the opportunity 
to test their olfactory sense smelling 
miniature jars of herbs, fruit zests and 
spices.  This confirmed that the sense of 
smell is subjective in more ways than one; 
firstly, not everyone had the same intensity 
of smell, and not everyone agreed on the 
pleasure factor of the contents.  Nicola 
explained that from birth, there is no 
sense preference, rather it is taught from 
an early age.  “I don’t like that” may well 
have a memory link, as well as such smells 
as smoke, certain foods, all may have 
a memory experience attached.  How 
many of us still smell milk in case it has 
‘gone off’?  The chances of it having a 
nasty smell are remote, yet we still take 
a sniff.  The sense of smell is very closely 
linked to taste.  Did we know that the 

bread department in a supermarket has 
that gorgeous just baked smell,  helped by 
the fact that the air vents are purposely 
pointed towards the interior rather than 
blown to the air outside? Similarly with 
coffee in a cafe.  Wintergreen was an 
example that Nicola gave us for scent 
preferences, because in the USA it was 
used in the making of candy, giving it a 
positive connection, yet in the UK it was 
added to medicines, so we associate it with 
illness.  Some of us do not like entering 
hospitals because of the ‘hospital smell’ - 
associated with our own illness or going to 
visit family or friends. 

The brain is equipped to take 10,000 
different aromas, but the brain cannot 
process all these as it tires easily.  How 
many times have you walked past a person 
who has a great whiff of perfume?  This 
is due to the fact that when we apply 
perfume, our brain receptors do not retain 
the smell, so we add more.  Others, of 
course, can smell it, by now very pungent!

The sense of smell is the least used, 
particularly nowadays when so much is 

processed for us.  Advertisers tell us what 
and how to smell and use words such as 
‘fresh’, ‘springtime’ ‘christmas scents’.

Nicola now works at the local cancer 
charity, The Pink Place and Blue Space, 
and uses her essential oils to aid calm, 
relaxation and wellbeing.  She adds these 
oils to base massage oil, unscented creams 
and ‘sniff sticks’.

But beware - essential oils, if used 
incorrectly, can cause skin irritation.  
These oils should always be diluted before 
applying to the skin.  Aromatherapy is 
a complex subject and only qualified 
aromatherapists should be permitted 
to practise.  Aromatherapy massage is a 
wonderful treatment, it can be uplifting or 
calming, whichever you are in need of at 
the time.

Nicola’s talk was much enjoyed and 
appreciated.  Any donations can be sent to 
info@thepinkplace.org.uk

Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of 
the month at 2pm.  Everyone welcome.



21

News from the Hospital
Well, it looks like the cynics who 
predicted we would never get a new 
hospital in North Hampshire are about 
to be proved wrong. Already the funds 
for construction have been allocated by 
the Treasury, based on a programme 
which has wide multi political party 
support. Now the public consultation 
has started.  Normally such a 
consultation would last 12 weeks, but 
with the dead period of Christmas it 
was decided to make it 14, ending on 
Sunday 17th March.

So, what are the options being 
proposed for us to consider? Under 
all the schemes, there will be 
significant investment in the hospital 
at Winchester, however currently the 
A & E department would change to a 
doctor led  Urgent Treatment Centre 
(UTC).  Whilst at first, that might 
for most people seem a serious loss, 
these departments are designed to be 
able to deal with most serious non-
life-threatening conditions, including 
broken bones, cuts, stomach pains, 
rashes, high temperatures, and urgent 
mental health concerns.  UTCs are 
designed to treat around 60% of 
patients currently attending A & Es. 
Then there would be a centralised 
advanced and specialist high trauma/
accident centre sited in the new 
hospital, which would suggest a real 
gain; after all, in such emergencies 
naturally we all want the fastest and 
best treatment.

Now let us consider the three options 
being put forward for consultation, 
which of course are in addition to the 
refurbishment at Winchester.

Option 1

This is estimated to be the most 
expensive and difficult to undertake, 
as it involves re-development of the 
current site at Basingstoke. The site 
is already restricted, with little scope 
for the option to develop a health 
campus alongside it. Such a campus 
could have a long term impact for local 
employment and investment. Projects 
of this nature are a project manager’s 
nightmare, with constrictions of space, 
whilst not interfering with current 
operations.  However, it does have the 
benefit of good local public transport, 

which will be increasingly important as 
the local population ages and becomes 
less capable in using private transport.

Option 2

A complete new hospital close to 
junction 7 of the M3, this of course 
being a greenfield site would be the 
easiest to build, and it would involve 
purchasing enough land for future 
expansion, as well as offering space for 
a health campus alongside.  For those 
using their own transport it might well 
be best, but for those reliant on public 
transport especially from more distant 
locations and with any mobility issues, 
access could well be problematic.  
At the same time outpatients, some 
therapies and day care patients would 
continue to be treated on the present 
much reduced existing Basingstoke site.

Option 3

As for option 2 but with the added 
benefit of a sixty bed nurse led drop-
down care facility. Whilst more 
expensive than option 2, as more 
refurbishment would be required to 
the existing facilities in Basingstoke, 
it is cheaper than option 1.  It is also 
less attractive in operating costs but 
obviously has the big advantage that 
in the event of the need in the future 
to create a major isolation area, using 
this facility would be much easier 
and quicker to establish. It is to be 
expected that we will have more 
pandemics in the future as we continue 
to travel more and live more closely 
together. The other main advantage to 
those in the northern catchment area 
relates to easier visitor access, with 
inevitably better patient moral, and in 
all probability faster discharge rates, 
leading to compensatory cost savings.

A major change that has already taken 
place has been to centralise much 
of the operations like hip and knee 
replacement elective surgery into the 
Winchester hospital. The objectives 
here, are to have a concentration 
of expertise, and to have dedicated 
theatres for these operations, which 
would not have disrupted schedules 
due to emergency surgery taking 
precedence.  However, for those relying 
on public transport, either to attend 

themselves or to visit a patient, major 
issues are already coming to the fore.  
At the same time parking and access 
through the city have always been 
problematic.

Consultation Document

The full consultation document 
explaining in detail the three 
shortlisted options being 
considered can be viewed at www.
hampshiretogether.nhs.uk. Other 
options have had to be ruled out either 
as too expensive, lack of land, or access 
and transport.  Not only does the 
consultation document give details of 
the options but it also gives details of 
various events being held, at which 
local people can gain more insight 
and feedback their own observations. 
In addition, the document contains a 
link for feedback, with all comments 
and observations being treated as 
anonymous. These comments, on 
completion of the consultation period, 
will then be collated by an independent 
research company and fed back to the 
Hampshire and Isle of Wight Integrated 
Care Board and NHS England (in 
relation to specialised services), this 
along with a wide range of other 
evidence, information and data will 
be used to decide which option to 
implement, along with any suggested 
improvements. 

Keith Bunker
Former Trust Governor
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Basingstoke Cats Protection 
currently have 10 cats on 
our waiting list who we so 
desperately want to help… 
but with all our current foster 
homes full of felines there is 
little we can do.

We are looking for fosterers, 
either indoor or in an 
outdoor enclosure which is 
provided by Cats Protection 
(approximate size 13ft x 4ft 
or 4m x 1.2m).  Full training 
will be provided and all 
expenses are covered by Cats 
Protection – food, litter, 
bedding and electricity.

Fostering is an incredible 
experience guaranteed to 
give you an extreme sense of 
joy, achievement and pride. 
The days spent in a loving 
foster home make the world 
of difference for our cats and 
kittens, setting them up for a 
lifetime of happiness 🐱
PLEASE consider opening 
your home and heart to a cat 
in need; if you cannot foster, 
please spread the word to 
anyone who may be able to 
help us.

Your Local Cats 
Protection Branch 

Needs You!!

If you’re interested in finding out 
more, please contact Lynne at 

adoption@basingstoke.cats.org.uk 
or call our enquiries line on 

01256 584544.

Probus Learns About Cricket           
The fact it was a bitterly cold day 
encouraged the members of the Probus 
Club of Basingstoke to think about 
summer days and hearing the strike of 
willow on leather as their guest speaker, 
Mike Brook, reminisced about his interest 
in that most English of games, cricket. 
Hampshire is home to the Hambledon 
Cricket Club, founded in 1750, known as 
the cradle of cricket, where many of the 
laws of the game were formulated.

Most people 
learn something 
new every day 
and this occasion 
was no different. 
Because this was 
Mike Brook’s 
222 speaking 
engagement, 
the cricket 
aficionados 

understood that this could be termed a 
double Nelson. Apparently, a Nelson in 
cricket is when the score is on 111 runs 
and considered unlucky. It was named 
after Admiral Lord Nelson who, history 
incorrectly recorded, had one eye, one 
arm and one leg, which is not strictly true 
as he lost his sight but not his eye and 

had two legs when he died - but when the 
three wickets are viewed without the bails 
they look like 111. 

Tradition has it that on this score the 
batters and umpires raise a leg to salute the 
Admiral.

But many question what it is about 
cricket that keeps many middle-aged men 
interested and playing the game long after 
much younger men have retired from 
other field team sports. It certainly is not 
an easy game and because the fear of 
physical injury is very common in recent 
years much protective equipment is worn 
by the two batters at the crease, the wicket 
keeper and those fielders positioned close 
to the batter. These days it is not correct to 
call them batsmen as more ladies take up 
the game.

It is said to be character building although 
each match score book clearly show the 
failures. The greatest number of wickets 
being lost is when the score is at zero, so 
there is real pressure on the opening pair 
of batters. Pre-game nerves are only sated 
when the game is won. However, batters 
would prefer a good personal run total 
in a losing game than a poor score in a 
winning team.

The radio programme Test Match Special 
has changed over the years. One of the 
greatest commentators was Basingstoke’s 
own John Arlott who was born at the 
lodge house at the old cemetery on 
Kingsclere Road. He was broadcasting 
the first time a streaker ran across the 
pitch and called her a freaker.  Something 
that women find fascinating with many 
copying this act over the years.

During wartime a cricket match 
was abandoned due to fog, but the 
commentators continued to broadcast this 
now fictitious game so as not to let the 
Germans know about the weather.

Mike Brook finished off by considering 
the closeness of cricket to golf by recalling 
the story of the radio programme with 
Eric Sykes coming home frustrated at his 
performance on the golf course and threw 
his bag of clubs into the corner. Hattie 
Jacques questioned why he continued 
playing if it put him into a bad mood, with 
the reply coming, “because it’s the only 
pleasure I get”.

See www.probusbasingstoke.club for 
more information about this social club 
for retired professional and business 
managers.
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ONE PERSON CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE
Rotarian Sir Nicholas Winton

Sir Nicholas Winton, whose life is celebrated in the 
film ‘One Life’ was an amazing man who saved the lives 
of 669 mainly Jewish children by rescuing them from 
Czechoslovakia and from being murdered by Nazi 
Germany just prior to the beginning of World War II. 
He realised that if he didn’t do something these children 
would perish. He wasn’t a wealthy man but he raised funds, 
wrote letters, cajoled government ministers to produce 
the necessary paperwork in order to get these children 
out. He also had to find £50 per child as a guarantee, 
(equivalent to £3,500 today) He found people to help him 
and also found people who would take the children in 
for the duration of the war, and often afterwards because 
their parents had perished in concentration camps.  
Nicholas Winton was a proud Rotarian and a member 
of Maidenhead Rotary Club for more than 40 years and 
continued to work for his community.  His story came to 
light when it was publicised by Esther Rantzen on her TV 
show ‘That’s Life’
This modest man showed how one person can make a 
real difference.  He said ’If something is not impossible, 
then there must be a way to do it’

HIS MAJESTY’S ROYAL MARINES 
AT THE ANVIL

Sunday 4TH February 2024, 3:00pm
Tickets on sale from Anvil Box Office 

IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO BOOK
The majestic full concert Band of His Majesty’s Royal 
Marines, the Corps of Drums and everyone’s favourites, 
our very special guests, The Chelsea Pensioners, will 
again make this a fantastic event. 

So much more than just a military band! 
‘Unashamedly patriotic, a fabulous concert!’

SAVE THE DATE

BASINGSTOKE DEANE ROTARY PRESENT
A MURDER MYSTERY 

Supporting Hampshire Hospitals Charity 
The NHS charity supporting patients, staff and volunteers 
at Hampshire Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust across 
Basingstoke, Winchester, Andover and Alton hospitals.

Media movers and shakers are attending  

THE GALA DINNER LAUNCH 
of Max and Molly Burdock’s new TV channel MBC

And you are invited to join them!
But as well as a two-course meal with coffee & mints 
there may also be a murder to contend with - which you 
can help solve.

7.30 pm Saturday 17 February 
at Test Valley Golf Club. RG25 3DS

£35.00 including 2 course meal including coffee 
(choice of menu with vegetarian option)
Tickets available from the Golf Club or 

https://events.bookitbee.com/rotary-club-of-basigstoke-
deane/themed-dinner-a-murder-mystery-2/    

Book and join in this great fundraising event

BASINGSTOKE FESTIVAL OF TRANSPORT
Sunday 19th May 2024

The Memorial Park will again be full of Vehicle displays, 
stalls and other attractions for this big event
It’s a great day out and Rotary look forward to welcoming 
you on Sunday 19 May 2024
See our website or facebook to register your vehicle

CONTACT – Helen Ricketts: helen@highpathway.co.uk  OR  Paul Temple: tempaul45@gmail.com

Basingstoke Deane Rotary is a group of 35 men & women from a wide variety of backgrounds.  
All live locally in the borough but some commute to work outside Basingstoke. Most joined Rotary to help others  
less fortunate, and they find Basingstoke Deane Rotary adds another extremely enjoyable dimension to their lives. 

If you would like to find out more about how we enjoy ourselves, just tune in to www.rcbd.org.uk   
to see what we have coming up, or contact Helen or Paul  above to find out more. We think you’ll be pleasantly surprised.

Facebook: @RotaryBasingstokeDeane | Twitter: @RBstokeDeane
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Basingstoke Civil Service 
Retirement Fellowship
The Group did not hold a meeting in 
January as it would have been so close to 
the Christmas and New Year celebrations.  
That means that the first meeting of 2024 
will be on Wednesday 

7th February when we have a talk on 
Beekeeping from Fred Swift.  Then at our 
March meeting we will have our AGM 
with a presentation by Peter Robinson 
from Basingstoke Neighbourcare 
followed, as usual, by lunch at the 
Conservative Club.

Meetings for the rest of the year include 
talks and presentations on a wide range 
of subjects including ‘Should we follow 
the leader?’, Gardening for the disabled, 
The Willis Museum, Naomi House, 
Henry Vlll, The Sex lives of Kings, 
Sweeney Todd, and Secrets of our Bodies.

Our first trip for 2024 is on Thursday 
18th April when we are going to Arundel 
Castle in West Sussex the ancestral home 
of the Duke of Norfolk.  Built in 1068 
it has had a long and colourful history 
including extensive damage during 
the civil war.  Modern restoration was 
completed in 1900 with many up-to-
date features being incorporated into the 
building and the gardens have recently 
received significant improvements.  
Prices and timings will be issued nearer 
the time.

Other outings throughout the year 
include Savill Gardens, Wisley Gardens, 
a River trip, and a Mystery Trip around 
Historic Hampshire as well as our 
Afternoon Tea and a Christmas Lunch.

The group meets on the first Wednesday 

of each month at the Brookvale Village 
Hall from 10 am to 12 noon and all 
retired Civil Servants, their relatives and 
friends are welcome.  Further details 
about the group and information about 
our meetings and trips can be obtained 
by contacting csrfbasingstoke@gmail.
com.

David Cowling

Scottish Country Dancing At 
Sherborne St John Village Hall
Club members enjoyed an evening of 
dancing at the Court Moor School, 
Fleet on the 2nd of December.  There 
were over 60 dancers, many quite new 
to Scottish Country Dancing, taking 
to the floor for this annual event.  It is 
specifically aimed at less experienced 
dancers, hence the name “The 
Apprentice Dance” and as such is less 

formal. Plenty of kilts were on display 
but no ball gowns. 

Our Christmas Party was a great success 
with about 30 dancers, club members 
and guests from other clubs in the 
area.  A collection for the Trussell Trust 
Foodbanks raised over £100.

Our club nights at the Sherborne St John 

Village Hall, resumed on Tuesday, 9th 
January.  Beginners are always welcome 
and there is no need to come with a 
partner. Club nights are very informal.  
Membership is only £5 plus a term 
charge of £20 for the period to the end 
of March.  For casual visitors it is £5 per 
evening.  The first evening is free, no 
obligation.  Come along and give it a try.  
Contact us through our website https://
tadleysd.wixsite.com/tadleyscd or by 
scanning the QR code.
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Here for you
when you need us...

amongerfuneraldirectors.co.uk

• 24 hour service
• Free bereavement advice and support
• Pre-paid inflation proof funeral plans
• Wide choice of memorials for burials 

Basingstoke
The Old Forge, Sherborne St John, RG24 9LE
01256 851124
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Buzz!
On being diagnosed with prostate 
cancer, the shock often brings fear, 
grief and even anger, however it is well 
known that  men are notorious for not 
sharing these emotions and finding it 
particularly difficult to talk about such 
issues.  It was with this introduction 
that Sarah Gray, the National Support 
and Development Manager of Tackle, 
the Federation for Prostate Cancer 
Support Groups, opened her talk 
this month. She highlighted that 
‘none of us is an island’, with human 
beings designed for relationships, she 
empathised this point with one of her 
slides showing the loneliness of those 
disconnected.

Sarah explained that although Tackle 
as a charity is very small, its aim is 
to be the ’Go To’ place for those in 
need of support. It is recognised that 
the NHS is the ‘GO TO’ for medical 
treatment, however it is not well 
equipped to provide psychological and 
emotional support so often needed.  
She added that Tackle’s mission is 
to enable those affected to find a 
local group support, and also to the 
charity being the voice expressing 
publicly the needs of those affected by 
this disease.  In practice that means 
providing regular forums for local 
support group leaders; the running 
of campaigns in conjunction with 
larger charities such as PCUK, for 
example its campaign ‘Boys need Bins’, 
relating to the growing awareness of 
male incontinence, which is known 

to affect 1 in 3 men over 65; as well as 
awareness campaigns – she showed 
how the impact of early diagnosis, 
which varies significantly across the 
country is affecting outcomes. 

Sarah then went on to outline Tackle’s 
structure, and how until recently she 
had been the only full time employee, 
with others part time undertaking 
admin, communications, and fund 
raising.  The charity set up by Aidan 
Atkins around 2004 now has 10 
trustees – currently one being vacant, 
as well as a clinical advisory board half 
of whom hold professorships.

The work of Tackle is now bringing 
significant growth in the number of 
groups across the country – currently 
94, with 15 new groups formed just 
in the last 12 months and even a 
virtual group called ‘Living Well’, 
which holds Zoom meetings the last 
Monday of the month from 6pm till 
7:30 – for more details contact aidan.
atkins@tackleprostate.org .  However, 
she added it would be a real help 
if members were willing to submit 
(in the first instance to this group’s 
committee) a personal testimony of 
how the group has helped you cope, 
these are aimed at the 50% of people 
who initially are not interested in a 
support group, despite it being proven 
that those who are members achieve a 
better outcome.

In recent weeks, there has been much 
press comment on the prospect of a 

new hospital in Basingstoke, so after 
the break, Keith Bunker, who has 
been on the ‘patient participation 
group’ for the new hospital planning, 
was asked to update the group.  He 
explained that under Government 
Treasury rules, major infrastructure 
investments such as this have to go 
to public consultation, and that the 
necessary signing off for this process 
was likely to happen in the next few 
days, with it running through to the 
end of the first quarter of next year.  
As part of the consultation, groups 
such as ours, can request a speaker to 
visit and detail the options – a request 
from this group has already been 
lodged.  Already major changes have 
started, in that all elective surgery 
has been moved to Winchester – for 
obvious reasons running this at two 
hospitals not only diluted expertise, 
but meant operating theatres being 
shared between emergency and 
routine operations, making planning 
particularly difficult.  However this 
change is already highlighting the 
major issue of access for patients and 
those visiting, especially for those 
dependent on public transport, as well 
as exacerbating the parking issues at 
Winchester..  For more detail of the 
new hospital options much can be 
gained from the local BBC website, 
however once consultation officially 
starts Keith is happy to provide more 
detail.

Keith Bunker

I am a fully qualified counsellor and therapist, 
offering face to face sessions from my home 
garden office in Sherborne St John. I am also 
offering online sessions if you are unable to 

attend in person. 

I currently have availability 
Monday – Friday 9:00 – 18:00

Please contact Kayleigh 
at thetalkingcorner@outlook.com to book a FREE 15-minute consultation  

or visit thetalkingcorner.co.uk 
Phone: 07858 309431



28

Life on the Veg  
from Elm Road Allotments, SSJ

Another year has started with a real 
mix of beautiful, sunny but very cold 
days and warm, wet ones too. Today 
was interesting around the village with 
the various puddles and wet roads 

frozen solid after a 
heavy frost.

Only the most 
intrepid allotment 
holders are down 
at their plots 
at this time of 
year, but some 
of us are still 
harvesting and 
we’re dreaming 
about warm, 
sunny days down 
at the allotments 

with bumper crops later in the year, 
fingers crossed.

This is the first year that we’ve planted 
Brussels sprouts on our allotment 
which have been a real success and 

were great to eat 
at Christmas. We 
still have some 
more to harvest 
so need to come 
up with some 
different recipes!

And we were 
‘gifted’ a rhubarb 
forcer. Well, 
actually an old 
metal bin that’ll 
do the job so 
we’re looking 
forward to 
rhubarb crumble 
later in the year.

Loddon Vale Indoor  
Bowling Club.
Playing Long mat and new for this 
season Short mat.

Start the new year with an exciting sport 
for all.  Meet lots of new friends,enjoy 
the game of indoor bowls at Loddon 
Vale indoor bowling club.  We have a 
special New Years membership rate to 
encourage you to join.

Lovely bar, skittles alley and darts to add 
to our facilities.  These facilities are for 
hire too by non members. Special rates 

to hire the function room for members, 
to celebrate any event.

We are a friendly club and encourage 
friendship, social bowls, as well as 
competitive bowls if you still have that 
competitive spirit in you.

Lots of free parking; the club is open 
from 9am to 10pm seven days a week in 
the winter.

For more info call 01256 356507 or 
check out our website.

Jim and Andy are normally about 
just after 11.55 am on a Tuesday and 
Thursday morning to show you around.  
Any other time just turn up and have 
a look and pick up membership details 
from reception

Guinness Factory in Dublin

Where am I?
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Future Services 
Consultation
We’re asking people to provide their views on 
the future of some local services in Hampshire 
as the County Council looks to address a £132m 
budget shortfall by April 2025.

The Future Services Consultation runs from 
8 January to 31 March 2024 to help inform 
plans to ensure we can continue to support 
people who are most in need in Hampshire, 
while meeting our legal obligations to deliver 
a balanced budget in 2025/26.

Hampshire is in a better position than many 
other councils, with a strong track record of 
managing public funds well, but rising costs 
and growing demand for vital local services like 
social care for vulnerable children and adults 
continue to put our budgets under huge strain.

Very soon there won’t be enough money to pay 
for all the things we’ve delivered to residents in 
the past – a problem faced by councils nationally.

We’ve been lobbying hard for many years for a 
long-term national funding solution to address 
these issues but there won’t be a national fix 
any time soon.

We must now make tough decisions and deeper 
savings by April 2025 if we’re to continue to 
deliver critical services to the most vulnerable 
people in Hampshire.

The consultation contains 13 options which 
could help lower costs in future – by only 
providing those services that the County 
Council is legally required to deliver and 
prioritising ‘statutory’ areas like protecting 
children from harm, social care for older  
people, and supporting adults and children 
with disabilities and additional needs.

It also provides the opportunity for working 
more innovatively to maximise, for example, 
environmental benefits such as encouraging 
people to reduce their waste through the 
creation of a more sustainable Household 
Waste Recycling Centre network and lowering 
Hampshire’s carbon footprint by a more 
intelligent use of streetlights.

We’re inviting feedback on what it might mean 
to people if we were to do things differently in 
these 13 areas after April 2025:

• Adult social care charges
• Adult social care grant schemes
• Competitive (one-off) grant schemes
• Hampshire Cultural Trust grant
• Highways maintenance
• Highways winter service
• Homelessness support services
• Household Waste Recycling Centres
• Library stock
• Passenger transport
• Rural countryside parking
• School crossing patrols
• Street lighting

How to have your say
You can provide your views on some, or all 
of the 13 service change proposals.

People can take part via hants.gov.uk/future-
services-consultation – doing it online helps us 
to save money, in postage and staff time. 

Responses can also be emailed directly to 
Hampshire County Council at 
insight@hants.gov.uk or write to Freepost 
HAMPSHIRE. Please also write PandO, IEU, 
FM09 on the back of the envelope.

Each Hampshire library also holds a standard 
reference copy of the information pack and 
paper response form.

For queries or to request a paper copy of the 
information pack or the response form, or 
a copy in another language or format (like 
audio, large print or Braille) contact  
insight@hants.gov.uk or call 0300 555 1375.

The feedback collected from the consultation 
will shape final decisions by individual 
Hampshire County Council Cabinet Members 
later this year.
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PROFESSIONAL FOOT CARE IN THE 
COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME Fay 
Curtis (MCFHP. MAFHP) fully qualified Foot 
Health Practitioner offers a range of foot services 
including: Toenail cutting, Nail condition 
treatments, Corn removal, Callus reduction, Dry 
and cracked heel remedies, Verruca treatment 
and Diabetic foot care.  To book an appointment 
call Fay on 07780 664410

BEAUTY THERAPIST  Based in my 
professional, relaxing home based salon 
in Pamber Heath.  Treatments offered - 
Gelish Nails, Pedicures, Waxing, Eve Taylor 
Aromatherapy Facials, Lash Lift, Massage, Indian 
Head Massage and Reflexology.  Strict hygiene 
/ cleaning and COVID safe procedures in place.  
Please call or text Amey on 07729421869

THE BASINGSTOKE ARTISAN 
HANDYMAN  Local, trustworthy and reliable. 
A skilled Handyman who can also add a bespoke 
flavour to your projects. Any size job considered, 
quick and simple to complex.  
www.thebartyman.co.uk  07827 216806

JON’S GARDENING & HANDYMAN 
SERVICES  Regular garden maintenance & one 
off jobs. Fencing, Hedges, Pruning, General tidy 
ups and home maintenance. For sensible rates 
and a friendly service please call 07488 347493.

HELEN’S HOUNDS AND MORE   Dog Sitting 
(day and overnight), walking and pop- in visits. 
Cat and small pet visits. I’m fully insured, DBS 
checked and Dog First Aid trained. I have 
existing clients in SSJ and can provide references 
if required.  
Email: helenshoundsandmore@gmail.com 
Mobile: 07930870249

Small Ads
Enquiries and items for inclusion please contact Emma Foreman on 01256 889215/07747 015494  
or emma@thehaye.co.uk
-	 The advertising rate is £4 per month or £6 for a box entry. Cheques to be made payment to ‘The Villager’. 
- 	Payment for advertisements must be received in advance and are limited to 10 lines of type. 
-	 For information on annual block advertisements please contact Emma Foreman

TSI COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC BUILDING 
MAINTENANCE. Electrical. Plumbing. 
Capentry or Decorationg. For a quotation, please 
phone 01256 780460 or 07989 940210.

PILLS ARE NOT THE ONLY ANSWER 
Hypnotherapy can bring rapid relief from 
depression and other emotional problems. Local 
practitioner, qualified with 14 years experience. 
Will give free initial consultation. Phone Derek 
Joseph on 01256 850653

DRUM TUITION. Professional musician with 
over 24 years experience. Teaching all aspects of 
drumming from counting, reading, playing to 
tracks, and technique etc. All ages and abilities 
welcome from total beginners to advanced. For 
more info please contact John Lezana on  
07947 728 686  www.johnlezana.com

PRIVATE TUITION IN FRENCH AND 
GERMAN with qualified, experienced, CRB 
checked teachers. All ages and stages, including 
preparation for examinations (CE, GCSE, 
IB, A-level etc.), adult conversation and 
primary/nursery language clubs Daytime 
or evenings, at home, work or school. Call 
Samantha Cruickshank (Language 
Services Specialists) on: 07944 820284 or 
email: scruickshanktutor@yahoo.co.uk

ABLE GARDEN SERVICES Grass and hedge 
cutting, fencing, turfing, patios, planting, tree 
work, gravel drives etc. Please call  
Eddie on 01189 700765 (Pamber Heath) or 
07904 440468

HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable and 
affordable services. Experienced, easy going local 
lady, who checks every corner. Ironing services 
also available. References available upon request. 
Email: mariacleaning@live.co.uk,  
tel. 07933316989

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES  River K Solutions 
Ltd, for all your bookkeeping needs. Please 
contact us on 07402173137 for free initial 
consultation or check our website  
www.riverksolutions.co.uk

LARGE 3 BEDROOM TOP FLOOR 
DUPLEX APARTMENT IN THE HEART OF 
CARCASSONNE. In a tree lined square, around 
the corner from all the restaurants, patisseries 
and shops in the old town, on the 3rd and 4th 
floor of a 19th Century building, our apartment 
looks out at the restored UNESCO site of the 
Medieval Cité.   5* Trip Advisor sleeps 6. Phone: 
01256 850058 for more details.

REGISTERED CHILDMINDER based in 
Sherborne St John will have full/part time 
spaces available from July.  Also collecting from 
Sherborne St John school in September.  For 
more information call: 01256 851249

HOME & OFFICE MAINTENANCE 
SERVICES All types of installation and 
maintenance works including electrical, 
plumbing, IT networks, access/security/alarm/ 
attendance systems, carpentry and decorating. 
Cleaning services, secure disposal of office 
document waste. Please call Adam on  
07511 495052. Visa, Master Card, Amex.

LOCAL FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER, 
Visiting Practice, Nail Cutting, Callus Removal, 
Corn Removal and other treatments. Contact 
Lynne on 07767 059406

CHEEKY PAWS AND CLAWS Established, 
experienced dog walker. Home visits for all pets.  
Pet sitting. Equestrian/hoofed animals. Fully 
insured. 20 years as a zoo keeper. 
http:/www.facebook.com/cheeky.paws.claws 
email:  kbeeson1@btinternet.com 
07752 414821 (text only)

To book a classified advert for the Villager, 
register with this website. Then search 
for The Villager using any of the searches 
allowed. There is no online payment – 
you can pay by cheque at the end of the 
booking process as normal. Once monies 
are received you will be able to access 
receipts and check your booking history 
from this site.

ONLINE BOOKINGS
All classified adverts can now be 
booked on the website:  
www.fromthesmallestseed.co.uk
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PLEASE NOTIFY THE EDITOR OF ANY ALTERATIONS OR CHANGES TO THIS LIST.
THIS IS THE ONLY WAY OF ENSURING THAT THE DETAILS ARE CORRECT

CHURCH OF ENGLAND - SWP Parish	 Revd Stewart Deering 	 Mob: 07359 717577      Tel: 01256 647900
				    stewart.deering@sherborneswithpamber.org
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH	 The Presbytery, Popley Way, Basingstoke	 819722
BASINGSTOKE COMMUNITY CHURCH	 Sarum Hill Centre, Basingstoke	  316000
CLERKS TO PARISH COUNCILS
	 SSJ           		  clerk@sherbornestjohn-pc.gov.uk	 07714 770940
	 MS            Mrs Cally Morris 	 clerk@monksherborne-pc.gov.uk	 07721 076186
	 Pamber     Chris Gunnell	 clerk@pamber-pc.gov.uk	 07942 637210
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR for SSJ	 David McIntyre	 Cllr.David.McIntyre@basingstoke.gov.uk
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR for Pamber	 Androulla Johnstone	 Cllr.Androulla.Johnstone@basingstoke.gov.uk
BASINGSTOKE & DEANE BOROUGH COUNCIL	 Civic Offices, London Road, Basingstoke	 844844
HAMPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL	 The Castle, Winchester	 01962 841841
HAMPSHIRE POLICE		  Non-emergency	 101 or 01962 841534
			   www.hampshire.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime
PC Lionel L’ecuyer                            	 Lionel.LEcuyer.28235@hampshire.police.uk	 07787292848
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH	 ted_wilkinson@btinternet.com                                   01256 850891
NEAREST JOB CENTRE		 https://www.jobcentrejobs.co.uk
LOCAL GROUPS
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP	 Mrs Loraine Brown, (Secretary)	 01256 590359
RAINBOWS			  Caroline Givan: caroline.givan@gmail.com
BROWNIES			   TramayneHenwood - ssjbrownies@outlook.com	 422083 
GUIDES			   Sam Hazlewood - ssjguides@yahoo.com	 880132
CUBS			   Ms Trish Field	 01420 544904
Little Acorns, Bumps/Babes/Toddlers in SSJ	 Mrs Liz Gwynn	 07770 373282
SSJ SOCIAL CLUB			   850303
SSJ HISTORY SOCIETY		 Mrs Jane Shelvey	  jshelvey@lillydown.net
TENNIS CLUB		  Paul & Maria Saunders	 850430
SSJ RETIREMENT COFFEE MORNING	 Mrs Margaret Cramer	 850390
SUMMIT JUDO CLUB		  Mr Len Dunce	 07860 435 831
			   or Mr Paul Hamilton	 07917 005862
YOGA in SSJ Village Hall	 Mrs Jacqui Morris	 881336
SHORT MAT INDOORS BOWLS CLUB	 Mr Les Bone	 850973
FOOTBALL CLUB		  Mr Terry Buller       tel.buller@gmail.com	 07584 169241
PICCOLO PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY	 Claudia or Jane        info@piccolopsn.com	 07528 726248	
			                                      www.piccolopsn.com 
THE VYNE HOUSE (National Trust)	 Mr Stuart Maughan	 01256 883858
SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING	 Mrs J. Hughes          email: tadleysd@gmail.com
BALLET at SSJ Village Hall	 Jenni Stafford	 jenni@jsba.uk
VENUE BOOKINGS:	
St Stephen’s Hall	 Doreen Quilter		   07854 280343
MS Village Hall		  enquiries@monksherbornevillagehall.org.uk	 07759 064220
SSJ Village Hall	 Shawna Campbell	 ssjhallbookings@yahoo.com	 07526 954835 
The Chute Pavilion	 Terry Buller	 tel.buller@gmail.com	 07584 169241
HEALTH CARE
NORTH HANTS HOSPITALS NHS TRUST		  473202
HANTSDOC			   01189 365592
BRAMBLYS GRANGE			   467778
CHINEHAM SURGERY			  479244
CROWN HEIGHTS MEDICAL CENTRE		  329021
CLIFT SURGERY, BRAMLEY		  881228
HOLMWOOD, TADLEY		  01189 814166
ROOKSDOWN SURGERY		  399710
MORELAND SURGERY			  0118 9816661
EDUCATION
THE PRIORY PRIMARY ACADEMY TRUST	 Mr Matt Walsh  (Head teacher)	 850062
SSJ PRIMARY SCHOOL		 Ms Sarah Jolliffe  (Head teacher)	 850180
ST BEDE’S RC PRIMARY SCHOOL	 Mr Jamie Carroll	 473379
PUBLIC SERVICES
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU		  0808 2787829
BRITISH RAIL NATIONAL ENQUIRIES		  0345 484950
BUS STATION (STAGECOACH)		  0871 121 0190
LIBRARIES			   Basingstoke Town Centre	 473901
			   Chineham Library	 465643
			   Tadley Library	 0300 555 1387
DIAL-A-RIDE		  Monday-Friday 8.30-12.00 am and 2.00-4.15 pm 	 01256 462101

If we have omitted any organisations, and/or their contact details, we apologise and would welcome any information to keep 
this list up to date and relevant
Nov 2023	 Julie Crawley	 villagermagazine@gmail.com	 01256 851003

Contacts
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