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On behalf of all the Villager team I would 
like to wish all our readers a very happy 
Christmas and a peaceful New Year.   
I would personally like to thank Beau, 
Emma, Lindsay, and all our contributors 
plus Liz and Chris and their wonderful band 
of distributors (braving all weathers, and 
particularly sharp and difficult postboxes!)
who bring you your copy of the Villager 
each month.  It is a magnificent team effort.  

We are all having a month off so the next issue will be in February – if you 
have any photos, information about events or a written piece please do 
send it to me by the 12th January

Best wishes
Julie

NEW FEATURE:

Answer at end of the magazine

Where am I?
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A Merry Christmas and a very 
happy and peaceful 2024



5 555554

Services for Dec 2023 & Jan 2024
continued

Services for Dec 2023 & Jan 2024

Sunday Mass will be celebrated at the Church of St Bede, Popley at the following times:  9.00am  11.00am  6.30pm

Weekday Mass	

Tuesday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *	 Friday	 HG Church, Basingstoke	 9.30am *
Wednesday	 HG Church, Basingstoke	 9.30am *	 Saturday	Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *
Thursday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *			   * Time & Venue could vary

Roman Catholic Services (Tel: 819772)

The Services at St Andrew’s are live streamed on our YouTube channel and are available to watch afterwards. 
Visit https://www.youtube.com/c/ParishoftheSherborneswithPamber  or the link on our website under the Resources Menu.

Sunday Club for children from School year R and upwards will meet during the service. 
For more information please contact Caroline Elphick on 01256 851384

Creche – there are a few toys available for use in the Bell Tower, but this will be unsupervised.

Christmas Day Monday 25 December
9.30am	 Celebration with Holy Communion	 All Saints’ | Stewart Deering
10.45am	 Celebration with Holy Communion	 St Andrew’s | Stewart Deering
	 Joy to the world! Luke 2:15-20
Sunday 31 December
10am	 All-Age Morning Worship	 St Andrew’s | Stewart Deering
	 New Year: New Hope? Luke 2:41-52

Sunday 07 January	
10am	 All-Age Holy Communion	 St Andrew’s | Stewart Deering
	 Hope worth sharing Luke 4:14-21

Wednesday 10 January		
12pm	 Midday Prayer	 St Andrew’s 

Saturday 13 January
8.30am	 Morning Prayer	 Parish Room

Sunday 14 January	
10am	 Morning Worship	 St Andrew’s | Steve Howe
10am	 Morning Worship	 All Saints’ | Andy Spence
	 Hope Explored Luke 8:40-56

Wednesday 17 January
12pm	 Midday Prayer	 All Saints’ 

Sunday 21 January
10am	 Morning Worship	 St Andrew’s | Stewart Deering
	 Hope Explored Luke 23:32-43

Wednesday 24 January
12pm	 Midday Prayer	 St Andrew’s 

Sunday 28 January
10am	 Morning Worship	 St Andrew’s | Andy Spence
10am	 Morning Worship	 Pamber Priory | Steve Howe
	 Hope Explored: Luke 24:36-53

Wednesday 31 January
12pm	 Midday Prayer	 Pamber Priory

Sunday 03 December
10am	 Holy Communion	 St Andrew’s | Stewart Deering
	 Where is your trust? Philippians 4:2-23
4pm	 Advent Carols	 Pamber Priory | Stewart Deering
	 Leaping for joy! Luke 1:26-45

Wednesday 06 December
12pm	 Midday Prayer	 St Andrew’s

Sunday 10 December
10am	 Morning Worship	 St Andrew’s | Bret Rohloff
10am	 Holy Communion	 All Saints’ | Stewart Deering
	 Mary sings for joy Luke 1:46-56
4pm	 Christingle	 St Andrew’s | Stewart Deering
	 Light & Joy Isaiah 9:2-7

Wednesday 13 December
12pm	 Midday Prayer	 All Saints’

Sunday 17 December
10am	 Family Carols	 St Andrew’s | Pippa Aslet
	 News of great joy Luke 2:1-15 
6pm	 Carols by Candlelight	 St Andrew’s | Stewart Deering
	 News of great joy Luke 2:1-15
Wednesday 20 December
12pm	 Midday Prayer	 Pamber Priory

Christmas Eve Sunday 24 December
10am	 All-Age Morning Worship	 St Andrew’s | Andy Spence
	 Zechariah sings for joy Luke 1:67-80
4pm	 Crib Service	 All Saints’ | Stewart Deering 
	 Joy for all Luke 2:10

St Andrew’s  Sherborne St John           All Saints Monk Sherborne           The Priory  Pamber End
www.sherborneswithpamber.org       fb: facebook.com/sherborneswithpamber

What does Christmas mean to you?
Colonel James B Irwin – the 8th 
person to walk on the surface of the 
moon – later described the sight 
of earth from space as like a fragile 
Christmas tree decoration hanging 
majestically in the darkness. He 
also made the bold claim that the 
most significant achievement of 
our age is not that man stood on 
the moon, but rather that God in 
Christ stood on earth.

Christmas means all kinds of things to all kinds of people. For 
many it’s a time for family, sharing and charity, or as I read in 
an article recently, “celebrating the life we have with the people 
we love.” 

So what is the significance of the events that unfolded in 
Bethlehem that first Christmas? Does the story of Mary, 
Joseph and a stable in Bethlehem have any meaning for us 
beyond a few weeks of Nativity plays and carol concerts? 

The angels thought so: “I bring you good news of great joy that 
will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Saviour 
has been born to you.”

Good news. Great joy! For who? Religious people? Important 
people? Good people? Sorted people? The angel couldn’t be 
clearer: “for all the people.”

The God who made us and the people we love came into the 
world as a baby in a manger to be our Saviour and bring joy 
to all of us. The joy that is found in Jesus is not the kind of joy 
that melts away with the snow, it’s a joy that lasts. The joy of 
being forgiven, accepted and filled with hope. 

We will be celebrating this joy and learning more about the 
true significance of Christmas at all our services through 
December, all ages are welcome. 

I very much hope that you and those you love have a very 
happy Christmas and peaceful start to the new year.

Rev. Stewart Deering

MIDWEEK
Home Groups - meet in the weeks of Monday 11th & 27th November & 11th December 

PCC – Monday 20th November 8pm – Parish Room 
Little Acorns Baby & Toddler Group – Wednesdays 10am SSJ Village hall during term-time 

Special events: 6th Dec Christmas party, 13th Dec: Crib Service at St Andrew’
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December 2023

1	 SSJ Social Club – Jake/Jay  Quiz Night, House of Games	 7.30pm

2	 SSJ Social Club – Michael Jackson Tribute – Ticket Only	 7.30pm

3	 St Michael’s Hospice - Reindeer Run – Festival Place.  stmichaelshospice.org.uk

4	 Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall	 10am – 12.00

5	 Women’s Fellowship,  CHRISTMAS LUNCH 	 12.30

7	 SSJ Social Club Outing to Bath Christmas Market	 9am – 7.00pm

9	 SSJ Social Club – Johnny Blues Brothers	 7.30pm

10	 St Michael’s Hospice - Light up a Life – St. Michael’s Hospice.  stmichaelshospice.org.uk

10	 B/S Concert Bands  Annual Christmas Concert at Christ Church,  Chineham RG24 8LT. Tickets £10	 3.30pm

13	 The Arts Society Basingstoke lecture: From Tchaikovsky to Tin Pan Alley by Sandy Burnett	

13	 Basingstoke U3A Monthly Meeting,” The Good, The Bad & the Downright Funny”    
	 QMC      Non-members welcome	 2pm

16	 Hook Choral Society Carol Concert at St John’s Church, Hook, RG27 9EG. Tickets £15	 7.30pm

18	 Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall	 10am – 12.00

23	 SSJ Social Club – Danny Connors	 7.30pm

31	 SSJ Social Club – - Motown Tribute Act – Ticket Only	 7.30 – 1.00am

January 2024

10	 Basingstoke U3A Monthly Meeting,  “Basingstoke Foodbank”,   QMC	 2pm 
17	 The Arts Society Basingstoke lecture: The Influence of Netherlandish Art by James Lindow

February 2024

4	 Royal Marines Band at the Anvil	 10.00am – 12.00
21	 The Arts Society Basingstoke lecture: The Story of Pandora by Mary Sharp

Notify Claiming Dates to Lindsay Berry on lindsayberry0@gmail.com or message on 07775 800955

Claiming Dates
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WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 

Fixed Price Cleaning - CRB & Insured 
Products & Equipment Supplied 

 

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning – End Tenancy  
Spring Cleans – One Off Clean 

Tel: 07954794817     
Tel: (01256) 412369 

www.whatchorescleaning.co.uk  
 

CALL US 01256 358 940
www.bobberryfencing.co.uk

Over 35 years experience in all types of domestic, 
commercial  and  industrial  fencing based in Sherborne St John

FREE estimates and advice with no obligation  and 
good quality workmanship are GUARANTEED

WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 
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01256 889215  07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk

ADVERTISE HERE
CALL Emma Foreman

News from the Pambers  
&  Little London
Well there are certainly lots of fabulous autumn colours 
around as I write. There were lots of colours, costumes and 
candy around for some lucky Pamber Greeners who were 
in the US last week and experienced Halloween US style. 
We were all amazed by the decorations and dressing-up, 
and our granddaughter claimed never to have seen as many 
sweets in her life before.

No doubt there were celebrations here too, and indeed 
bonfires on 5th November, but I’m afraid I don’t have any 
pictures of those to share!

On a more serious note, Stephen has alerted me to the 
notice we have received from the police about the latest 
scam doing the rounds. It involves scam telephone calls 
purporting to be from the police, the bank, HMRC, 
Amazon, Microsoft and other organisations.

These scams are designed to take your money and 
your personal details, which will be passed on to other 
criminals, who may also try and scam you at a later date. 
One of the most common scams that has been reported 
to us is Courier Fraud. This type of fraud occurs when 
people are duped into handing over money or valuables to 
criminals posing as couriers. Using a variety of different 
tactics, involving the impersonation of police officers and 
bank staff, criminals will call the victim and convince 
them into withdrawing a sum of money or into purchasing 
vouchers (such as itunes) and handing it over to a 
courier who is sent to their home. The victim may also be 
persuaded to hand over their bank cards and PINs.

Your bank or the police will NEVER call you to ask you to 
verify your bank details or PIN. If you do get a call asking 
you to do this HANG UP. Wait at least 5 minutes before 
calling your bank on a number you know to be genuine, 
such as the one on the back of your card. Better still, visit 
your bank in person. Your bank or the police will NEVER 
send a courier to your home to collect your cash, bank 
cards, PINS or valuables.

The police will NOT contact you out of the blue and ask 
you to participate in an investigation that requires you to 
withdraw money from your bank or transfer funds and 
certainly will not ask you to install any apps on your phone.

If you have been a victim of courier fraud or revealed your 
bank details over the phone, call your bank straight away to 
cancel the card.

Report it to Action Fraud by visiting actionfraud.police.uk 
or by calling 0300 123 2040.

Please share this advice with anyone you know who might 
be vulnerable to this type of scam.

Useful links: https://nbcc.police.uk/crime-prevention/
cyber-and-fraud/little-book-of-big-scams-fifth-edition

https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/a-z-of-fraud/courier-
fraud

And, to finish on  a happier note, a few words from David 
(Ogborn): 

“After the very unwelcome break through Covid I am 
pleased to announce that we intend to gather once 
more in St Stephen’s Hall for a Christmas gathering and 
celebrate with carols and readings etc.. followed by  the 
lighting of the Christmas tree (outside), before returning 
into the Hall for mince pies and other delicious edibles, 
along with refreshments including wine (both mulled 
and “normal”). So please put this date in your diaries:

Sunday December 10th - 4 pm when we can all join 
together once more and celebrate the joys of Christmas. 
There is no charge and all are most welcome to attend 
and mix freely as we did just a few years ago.”

Many thanks.                 David (Ogborn)

Thank you David.  I am hoping to be there, and if I am I 
look forward to perhaps meeting some of you.

And since this is the last issue before Christmas, may I take 
this opportunity to wish you all a

Merry Christmas 
and a 

Happy New Year

B 🐝 bdownes.villager@gmail.com
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ADVERTISE  
HERE 

CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215  
07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk

Monk Sherborne Parish Council
Planning applications: 
The Parish Council are notified of 
planning applications in the parish and 
discusses them at planned meetings, or 
collates comments/recommendations 
from parish councillors to submit 
to development control. There is a 
statutory period of 21 days in which 
people can comment. Depending on the 
nature of a proposal and its location, a 
registered application will be publicised 
in one or more ways:

•	 A site notice displayed at the 
proposed development.

•	 Notification by letter to 
neighbouring properties that 
immediately adjoin the site.

•	 A public notice in the local press.

Parishioners are encouraged to visit 
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/view-
planning-applications to view current 
and historic planning applications by 
using a keyword, reference number, 
postcode or single line of an address.

Fly tipping (abandoned rubbish):
Instances of fly tipping are unsightly, 
please don’t assume if you see 
abandoned rubbish that someone else 
will report it https://www.basingstoke.
gov.uk/flytipping-form

The following information may help 
make a successful prosecution

•	 The day, date and time of the 
incident

•	 Make, model, colour and 
registration number of vehicle 
involved

•	 How many people involved and 
what they looked like

•	 Details of what was being fly-
tipped, for example household 
waste, garden rubbish, broken 
furniture

•	 How much was dumped, for 
example black sacks, size of a 
wheelbarrow full, contents of a car 
boot, van load

•	 Any photographs taken of the 
incident

Please do not put yourself at any risk if 
you witness an incident. Your personal 
safety is always more important than 
anything else.

Potholes:
The Parish Council have reported 
a number of potholes in the parish 
and continue to follow up on repairs. 
Please take the time to report potholes 
https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/
roadmaintenance

Have you visited the Parish Council web 
site http://www.monksherborne-pc.gov.
uk . It contains contact information, 
minutes of meetings and general 
information about the parish.

Our next meeting is on 10th January 
2024. All are welcome. 

Cheryl Mcsoley

Sherborne St John Parish Council
A fairly quiet month for the Parish…..

Traffic and speeding is still of a concern 
to a number of villagers, especially 
around Vyne Meadow with the new 
development having started.

The Parish Council as it has no 
responsibility for traffic calming has 
over the years been constantly raising 
this with the appropriate authorities, 
sadly to no avail. We share your 
concerns and will continue to fight for 
this with the support of our Councillors. 
We have provided data to BDBC. It is 
hoped that the Police will come to the 
next PC meeting, they were to have 
attended that evening but couldn’t.  
Simon Minas-Bound confirmed that 
traffic calming is the responsibility of 
HCC and BDBC.

Among other things we have conflicting 
information for the funding of speed 
cameras, we have been told we cannot 
have any money resulting from the fines 

to fund more cameras, however it has 
been widely publicised in Hampshire 
press that other councils have used 
“fine”money. We will continue to 
investigate hand-held cameras and 
moveable speed signs.

Simon also stated that HCC have a 
shortfall which is likely to mean no 
money available for traffic calming. 

Simon confirmed that negotiations 
continue about the development at 
Manydown. Until this is concluded 
unfortunately we will probably continue 
to get speculative planning applications.

 Planning applications have been 
received for the following which the PC 
will respond to:

42A Manor Road,     12 West End,	
Edernish House,        Bollin House,
44 Manor Road,
Weybrook Farm – speculative for 220 
houses.

The Neighbourhood Plan is out for 
consultation with BDBC, please review 
and make any comments on the website.

Winter is coming…….brrrrr

The residents in Sherborne Road have 
asked for a salt bin - if anyone else 
knows where one is needed please 
contact the Clerk.

The Parish Council is applying for some 
grants in the coming months  - we are 
hoping to improve the car park at the 
Chute including installing a barrier to 
prevent taller vehicles coming onsite 
and the childrens play area – we will let 
you know if we are successful.

If anyone has any work that the 
lengthsmen can do please contact Jane 
through the Clerk 

Cllr Linda Agnew 
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Foremost
Tree Surgeons Ltd 

Private & Domestic Enquiries
Tree Felling, Tree Pruning, Stump Grinding, Tree Thinning, 
Tree Reduction, Landscaping and Fencing

Commercial Enquiries
Site Clearance, Developers, Electricity Board Approved, Council Approved

Other Services
Tree Surveys, Tree Reports, Tree Inspections, Technical Plans Provided, 
Logs and Chipping Supplied

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FULL EMPLOYERS LIABILITY / £10 MILLION COVER
NCH. ARB & Nptc TRAINED STAFF

Call today on: 01256 814602
Greenacres Nursery, Aldermaston Road, Pamber Green, Tadley, Hants, RG26 3AF

www.foremosttreesurgeons.co.ukinfo@foremosttreesurgeons.co.uk

Licence No: 2063

CALL FOR 

YOUR FREE

ESTIM
ATE

01256 889215  
07747 015494

emma@thehaye.co.uk

ADVERTISE 
HERE 

CALL Emma Foreman

FOR ALL YOUR SWIMMING POOL 
REQUIREMENTS

Design and Build New Liner and 
Concrete Pools
 Renovation and Repair
 Service and Maintenance
 Auto Covers and Cleaners
 Chemicals and Accessories

Harlequin Swimming Pools Ltd

01962 774004

sales@harlequinpools.co.uk
www.harlequinpools.co.uk Reliable, personal service since 1973
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Aldermaston Road, Pamber End, Tadley RG26 5QW

Christmas Shop  Decorations  Gifts 
Festive Tablewear  Wreaths  Lights

 Arti�cial Christmas Trees
From late November freshly cut Christmas Trees

Elm Park Garden Centre

www.elmparkgardencentre.co.uk
 Tel 01256 850587

        Like and Share us on Facebook

Prestige & 4x4  |  Finance & PCP Packages  |  Extended Warranty 
GAP Insurance  |  Part Exchange  |  Indoor Showroom   |  FCA Approved

Used Vehicles in Hampshire

Tel: 01256 334363  Email: o�ce@moorelands.com
www.moorelands.com

Will Writing, Estate Planning
& Lasting Powers of Attorney

- A friendly, accessible and quality service

A member of the
Society of Will Writers

Contact: Clare Datta
m: 07810 455 581
t: 01256 896 336

e: claredatta@whitchurchwills.co.uk
w: www.whitchurchwills.co.uk

36 Hillside, Whitchurch, Hampshire, RG28 7SN

ontactt: CCClllare Datta

- NOW OFFERING -
PROBATE SERVICES

Beau’s Blog

I may look a bit hangdog but I am 
relieved we can resume our normal 
walks and I am allowed to chew 
Teddy again.  We have spent the last 
few walks stopping at every sign 
post and tying signs to it, followed 
by untying them all again after the 
weekend.  All I want to do is have a 
good sniff and see if it is a suitable 
place to leave my leg lifting messages 

but the Mrs makes me sit and wait 
till she has finished her mission.  

I had a bit of trouble last week when 
the Mrs found one of her paint 
brushes with a heavily chewed end.  
Honestly I didn’t realise it was not 
for chewing, it being a  long stick 
with hair at one end, however once 
found, I was in big trouble and 
Teddy was confiscated for a few days 
until I repented and helped her tie 
her art notices around the village.

At the weekend the house suddenly 
became very bare with all paintings 
removed.  I wondered if, in my 
shame, she had taken my portrait 
down as well but it was a relief to 
see it still hanging.  The miniatures 
came with many cakes and the Boss 
couldn’t believe his luck on viewing 
all the delicious confectionery 
delivered from many kind people.  I 
thought I might be in for a feast but 
unfortunately for me it was all, along 
with the paintings, transported 
to the Village Hall.   I was a little 

peeved when the Boss explained to 
me, while dishing out my kibble, 
that the cakes had all been eaten and 
there was none left for me.  Had the 
Mrs suddenly ditched her diet and 
devoured the lot?  But no….it was 
explained to me that they were all 
sold for charity.  The paintings did 
return though, minus a few, and the 
house is now back to normal.  Walks 
have resumed on a normal basis and 
Teddy has been returned so I can 
relax with him and search out some 
hairless sticks to chew….

Ps: The Mrs wants me to pass on 
her thanks for the support she 
and her friend Pat received at 
their art sale and is very happy to 
report that over £600 was raised 
for Wellington & Dummer Riding 
for the Disabled Association where 
one of the Miniatures goes every 
Saturday morning.

http://beauregardsdogblog.blogspot.com
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Basingstoke Civil Service 
Retirement Fellowship
Our speaker this month was Di Lewis 
from Citizens Advice, Tadley and 
District.  She explained that she has 
been working for CA for the last 22 
years having started as a volunteer.  
There is an office in Basingstoke and 
Tadley with both offices working 
closely together.  They are partly funded 
by Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Council who appreciate the valuable 
work that they do and are the Mayor’s 

Charity for 2023/2024.  The clients 
they see have varied problems and they 
aim to give advice to the person and 
present options so that they can move 
their problem forward. They also aim to 
improve policies that affect the general 
public’s lives by lobbying Parliament 
to improve or amend legislation.  Both 
offices have a range of specialist advisors 
and more details can be obtained at:-  
Basingstokeandtadleycab.org.uk

The group meets on the first Wednesday 
of each month at the Brookvale Village 
Hall from 10 am to 12 noon and all 
retired Civil Servants, their relatives and 
friends are welcome.  Further details 
about the group and information about 
our meetings and trips can be obtained 
by contacting csrfbasingstoke@gmail.
com.

Margaret Atkinson

Thank you so much

Any donations can be 
dropped off either at our 

Warehouse in Houndmills, 
or to Festival Place

Warehouse Drop Off
63-64 Tempus Business 

Centre
Kingsclere Road,

RG21 6XG
10.00am – 3.00pm 
Monday to Friday

Festival Place Drop Off
Festival Place

UG floor opposite Apple
9.30am – 5.30pm 

Monday to Saturday
From 1st to 23rd December

World Science Day at 
The Priory Primary School

Friday 10th November was World 
Science Day and the theme was focused 
on Peace and Development. At The 
Priory Primary School, we celebrated 
this day by learning about the United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs, sometimes called the Global 
Goals - picture above). 

Each class took part in sessions to focus 
on one of the SDGs, and there were also 
other exciting science activities going 
on like the Y1 and 5 big coke/mentos 
explosion (see reaction photo below), 
talks from visiting scientific parents, and 

the science gadget shop which was run 
very ably by the house captains.

Year 1 and 5 coke-mentos explosion

Year 4 learning about fair trade

Year 3 learning about earthquake 
proof engineering

Thanks Mr Vivian for teaching us 
about the Synchotron
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01256 688648
 Call Pete to book a FREE survey & quotation

All Seasons
Window Cleaning

Reliably serving the community for over 20 years

Additional services include:
• Driveway cleaning •

• Cladding/signage cleaning •
• Gutter/fascia/soffit cleaning •
• Conservatory roof cleaning •
• Pure water - no chemicals •

Call STEVE on 01256 353727
Email: info@allseasonswindowcleaning.com
Web: www.allseasonswindowcleaning.com
www.facebook.com/allseasonswindowcleaninguk
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The Vyne

Christmas magic awaits with 
The Vyne’s house and gardens 
sumptuously decorated to tell the 
story of The Nutcracker. Enjoy off-
peak visits before the school holidays 
begin (around 16 December). Families 
can follow indoor and outdoor festive 
trails. Parking is free and picnics 
are welcome. Alternatively, in the 
Brewhouse tea-room located next 
to the gift shop, you can order from 
the hot lunch menu before 2.30pm 
or simply grab some top-up snacks. 
Wellies at the ready, Morgaston Wood 
offers three circular waymarked 

routes where you can blow away 
the cobwebs. Except for 24 and 25 
December when The Vyne is closed, 
the below events are available daily 
until 1 January:

Nutcracker Christmas at The Vyne
House 11am-3pm | Gardens 10am-
4pm 
Immerse yourself in the magic of 
this festive tale as you explore the 
luxuriously decorated ground floor 
of the house open daily 11am-3pm. 
Families can follow our heroes Clara 
and the Nutcracker as they defeat 
the villainous Mouse King on indoor 
and outdoor trails. Look out for 
plucky gingerbread men, pirouetting 
snowflakes and savour the sight of a 
sumptuous banquet in the ‘Land of 
Sweets’. When you need to refuel you 
can order steaming hot chocolates, 
coffees or something a little stronger 
in the cosy Brewhouse tea-room. 
You’ll find a range of festive gifts in 
the shop

Nutcracker house trail
11am-3pm last entry 2.30pm 
All ages can explore the ground floor 
of the house lavishly decorated to tell 
this much-loved Christmas tale. On 
your way round, look out for little 
gold nutcrackers, sweet thrones to sit 
in and have a photo and a Christmas 
wish tree. Trail sheet available at 
Visitor Reception for £1.50 (house and 
garden trail all in one trail sheet). 

Nutcracker garden trail
10am-4pm last entry 3pm 
Pulling on your walking boots, on 
a circuit of The Vyne’s magnificent 
lake, young explorers can keep their 
eyes peeled for swans, ballerinas and 
the North Lawn full of nutcracker 
soldiers. Trail sheet available at Visitor 
Reception for £1.50 (house and garden 
trail all in one trail sheet).

More information at nationaltrust.org.
uk/visit/hampshire/the-vyne

Sherborne St John Primary School
For this month’s Villager, I have 
decided to share my reporting 
duties with some of the children 
from Sherborne St John C of E 
Primary School. The Year 5 and 
6 children recently went on their 
school residential and they came 
back so full of excitement for things 
they had done and had achieved, I 
thought it would be nice for you to 
hear from them. 

I now hand over to Joseph, Ellie 
and Kathryn. 

Joseph: 
What a fantastic and fun filled 
Runway’s End trip! 

Arrival at school before the journey 
and seeing everyone ready and 
excited made me feel quite nervous. 
Our bus arrived on time and the 
journey was smooth with everyone 
chatting and looking forward to the 
days ahead. 

The first day went smoothly with a 
rock climbing activity followed by 
lunch and some time to relax with 
our friends. I was given a big room 
called Larch, named after a tree, which 
accommodated myself and 2 other 
friends. At first, I was scared of some 
of the activities but as we kept going, I 
felt braver and more confident. 

The environment was full of nature 
which I found magnificent. The 
staff at Runway’s End were very 
kind towards us. Also, our teachers 
were very supportive and they had 
planned activities which made the 
trip exciting and I learnt many 
things from the challenges. They have 
strengthened me so that I am braver 
no matter the challenge. 

My experience of the trip will 
stay with me for the rest of my life 
because I haven’t been away from 
my family before. I had a great time 
with my classmates. 

Ellie:
I liked raft building and I enjoyed 
working as a team even if we did fall 
in the canal! I liked sharing a room 
with my friends and canoeing. 

I loved the low ropes and passing ‘Mr 
Happy’ along the line even when we 
had to restart a few times. Working 
as a team is something I enjoy and we 
got to do it a lot on this trip. 

Fire lighting was really cool and using 
the special kettle to boil water for hot 
chocolate was great. 

Kathryn: 
My experience at the residential was 
unforgettable. I had so much fun 
and loved all the outdoor activities. 

Everyone used so much team work 
and were super supportive of each 
other. I really enjoyed caving and 
rock climbing. 

I think I improved my people and 
leadership skills. I felt confident in 
that environment. I tried my best to 
help anyone I could and encouraged 
everyone to try the activities available. 

I am proud that I helped lots of my 
group overcome things that they were 
afraid of. Overall, I had a blast at 
Runway’s End and thought it was an 
amazing trip. 

Thank you to all the staff who 
came along.

As you can tell, the children had an 
amazing time away. I know the staff 
are already busy planning for the 
next one in 2 years’ time! 

For now though, everyone at 
Sherborne St John C of E Primary 
School wants to wish the whole 
community a very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. We’re 
looking forward to sharing more of 
our learning and adventures with 
you in 2024! 

Sherbert

SSJ School Villager Correspondent
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Basingstoke Cats Protection 
currently have 10 cats on 
our waiting list who we so 
desperately want to help… 
but with all our current foster 
homes full of felines there is 
little we can do.

We are looking for fosterers, 
either indoor or in an 
outdoor enclosure which is 
provided by Cats Protection 
(approximate size 13ft x 4ft 
or 4m x 1.2m).  Full training 
will be provided and all 
expenses are covered by Cats 
Protection – food, litter, 
bedding and electricity.

Fostering is an incredible 
experience guaranteed to 
give you an extreme sense of 
joy, achievement and pride. 
The days spent in a loving 
foster home make the world 
of difference for our cats and 
kittens, setting them up for a 
lifetime of happiness 🐱
PLEASE consider opening 
your home and heart to a cat 
in need; if you cannot foster, 
please spread the word to 
anyone who may be able to 
help us.

Your Local Cats 
Protection Branch 

Needs You!!

If you’re interested in finding out 
more, please contact Lynne at 

adoption@basingstoke.cats.org.uk 
or call our enquiries line on 

01256 584544.

Womens Fellowship           
Our speaker 
today was 
Jonathan Jones 
and the title of 
his talk was the 
Am Dram Tart. 

He started, and 
we were able to 
see how good he 
must have been, 
by performing 
the Seven Ages 
of Man speech 
from As You 

Like It by William Shakespeare.  

He told us of the people who like to do 
Amateur Dramatics. They need to like 
dressing up, pretending to be someone 
else in front of strangers, speaking 
someone else’s words and not getting paid 
but an Am Dram Tart is someone who 
likes this so much, has got pretty good at 
it and so is always after the lead rolls and 
is prepared to audition at a number of 
societies in order to achieve this. 

Jonathan didn’t start as an Am Dram Tart 
but in a small way as all the parts had 
been cast when he went to join his local 

society. He was given the job of opening 
and closing the stage curtains. He was 
hooked on the first night. He opened the 
curtains and there was an amazing round 
of applause. Gosh! He must have done a 
great job! Nothing to do with what was 
behind the curtains. 

He progressed from taking supporting 
roles with just a few spoken lines and 
worked his way up to lead rolls after a 
number of performances. And then he 
found he was plying his abilities around a 
number of clubs. He had become an Am 
Dram Tart!

Jonathan told us of the difficulties 
experienced in amateur dramatics. 
Learning lines always proved a problem. 
It was OK to paraphrase but you had 
to make sure that cue words needed by 
another player were always there and 
so it is always much easier to perform 
a monologue than to take part in a 
conversation. Also, rehearsals might be 
in a hall with outlines on the floor but the 
performance would be on a stage with 
actual furniture needing navigation. Prop 
malfunctions could have the audience 
in stitches. Not a good thing in a serious 

play. There is a need to chose plays to 
accommodate the players that you have. 
Not great to have someone of 60 playing 
a twenty year old. 

Of course, a lot of these problems are 
experienced by professional actors. 
Although there is a greater pool of people 
to choose from so casting at the right 
age is not difficult. A lot of actors have a 
bucket in the wings for when their nerves 
get the better of them. 

Jonathan had a number of amusing 
anecdotes about the plays he had been 
in which we all enjoyed but he had a 
serious message for us too. We should 
all support our local amateur dramatic 
society otherwise there will be none left 
to entertain us brilliantly at little expense 
in the future. 

Jonathan took a number of questions 
from members who had taken part in 
amateur dramatics themselves and was 
thanked by Rose. 

Meetings are on the 1st Tuesday of 
the month at 2pm in Sherborne St 
John Village Hall. New members are 
always welcome
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ROTARY CHRISTMAS SHOEBOX THANK YOU
A big thank you to all who filled shoeboxes for our annual 
appeal. We couldn’t do this without the generosity of our local 
community who help spread   happiness to children who have 
little. Over 800 shoeboxes from our club, full of toys and warm 
hats & gloves etc. are, together with those collected from all over 
the Wessex region, on their way, to under privileged children in 
Moldova, Montenegro, Romania and Albania accompanied by 
Rotarians from our Rotary district. Boxes will be delivered into 
the hands of Rotarians in those countries to distribute those 
in need. Hopefully shoeboxes are also on their way to children 
in Ukraine. Our Wessex Rotary District delivered 18,224 
Christmas shoeboxes in 2022.

WHERE ARE WE VOLUNTEERING IN 
DECEMBER 2023

We will be helping The Silk Mill with a new event 

A Victorian Silk Mill Christmas
December 2 - December 3

Whitchurch Silk Mill 28 Winchester Street, 
Whitchurch, RG28 7AL

We will again be volunteering help with the 
following St Michael Hospice events.

ST MICHAELS HOSPICE

REINDEER RUN
Sunday 3rd December 2023

Festival Place, Queen Anne’s Square, 
Outside Iceland.

Join in the reindeer fun, put on your antlers and walk, dash, 
dance and prance along the 3K Reindeer Run route, whilst 
raising vital funds for St. Michael’s Hospice.

See the Hospice web site to register and for times and 
assembly points 
www.stmichaelshospice.org.uk/event/reindeer-run/

Rotarians will be marshalling on the day and encouraging you 
along the way

ST MICHAELS HOSPICE LIGHT UP A LIFE
St. Michael’s Hospice, RG24 9NB

Sunday 10th December 2023, arrive from 4.00pm, 
the commemorative service will begin at 5:00 pm 

with music and readings.

See the Hospice website for parking information.

CAMROSE CENTRE CHRISTMAS LUNCH
Our Rotarians will again be cooking and serving Christmas 
lunch for the homeless and vulnerably housed for the 
Camrose Centre clients and volunteers.

HIS MAJESTY’S ROYAL MARINES AT THE ANVIL

Sunday 4th February 2024, 3:00pm

‘A great gift for that difficult to buy for person’.

Proceeds to Rotary supported Charities

Basingstoke Deane Rotary has 
been privileged in past years to host 
the Band of His Majesty’s Royal 
Marines; this coming February we 
will again welcome these talented 
musicians to the Anvil for an 
entertaining concert.

Tickets selling fast, get yours from 
the Anvil Box Office.

Basingstoke Deane Rotary wish you all a

Merry Christmas and a Happy New year 2024

The Rotary wish is ‘Peace the world over

CONTACT – Helen Ricketts: helen@highpathway.co.uk  OR  Paul Temple: tempaul45@gmail.com

Basingstoke Deane Rotary is a group of 35 men & women from a wide variety of backgrounds.  
All live locally in the borough but some commute to work outside Basingstoke. Most joined Rotary to help others  
less fortunate, and they find Basingstoke Deane Rotary adds another extremely enjoyable dimension to their lives. 

If you would like to find out more about how we enjoy ourselves, just tune in to www.rcbd.org.uk   
to see what we have coming up, or contact Helen or Paul  above to find out more. We think you’ll be pleasantly surprised.

Facebook: @RotaryBasingstokeDeane | Twitter: @RBstokeDeane

North Hampshire Prostate Cancer 
Support Group
It is going to happen, as Martin Budd 
our speaker explained at our monthly 
meeting, to which he was referring 
to the change over of our telephone 
services from analogue to digital.  This 
he explained is due to start in this area 
next spring, with the whole national 
programme to be completed by the 
end of 2025.  Martin showed how over 
the past few years we have absorbed 
similar changes for example the change 
to digital TV, or the gradual shift to 
smart phones.  One of Martin’s slides 
showed how the current system works 
where signals, including both internet 
data and phone transmissions are 
transmitted digitally between exchanges. 
However, in the exchanges these are 
split into the phone element in analogue 
form and the separate internet digital 
communications, before being sent in 
most cases to the recipient down old 
copper wires, many of which are old, 
worn out and near their transmission 
capacity, especially with analogue loads 
from phone transmissions. 

The key driver to these changes comes 
both from the growing demand for 
higher data transfer speeds to be 
achieved by going ultimately to full fibre 
cables to replace the old worn out and 

now unreliable copper ones, but also the 
saving in equipment maintenance with 
having to service only one set of units 
instead of two in the exchanges. 

Gradually the familiar street cabinets 
will be replaced with more modern 
units with a fibre optic cable back to 
the exchange, as these cables have a 
much higher carrying capacity. For 
those who already have a fibre link to 
their incoming modem, the term ‘full 
fibre’ has been coined, with ‘super fast’ 
broadband being referred to those who 
still have a copper final linking cable. 

So next the big question Martin 
raised - ‘WHAT CAN POSSIBLY GO 
WRONG’???  It seems for a few, and 
especially those with little IT skills, 
potentially quite a lot as Martin then 
set out with his activities in trying to 
help an 86 year old lady. Any change 
one makes to one’s phone contract or 
supplier results in an automatic transfer 
to the new digital system, with no 
possibility of reverting back to the old 
system. The supplier then sends a new 
modem with an additional phone socket 
on the back.  On an email sent advice 
to make the switch the phone link from 
the incoming line socket to the phone 

master is then transferred to the modem 
socket.  Typical problems can include 
the old master phone and incoming 
line socket being remote to the modem; 
heavy plugs falling out of adaptors, and 
inevitably overseas call centres with not 
a clue! Of course, if during this time 
one is not able to get emailed change 
over notifications, one ends up with no 
phone either! 

Finally, Martin added that the 
3G network for phones will be 
discontinued, although 2G and 4/5G 
will continue in service. 

After the break Keith Jones our 
chairman highlighted some of the 
advances in prostate cancer research, 
including the work at Royal Marsden, 
where they are interpreting genetic 
data to provide proactive treatments, 
and the Sheffield Hallam University 
development of a special chair for 
men receiving external radiotherapy 
treatment. This involves the patient 
being lowered into a small room, 
removing the need for much larger 
rooms with their massively thick 
concrete protective walls, thereby 
cutting build costs to a third!.

Keith Bunker

01256 889215  07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk

ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL Emma Foreman
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Here for you
when you need us...

amongerfuneraldirectors.co.uk

• 24 hour service
• Free bereavement advice and support
• Pre-paid inflation proof funeral plans
• Wide choice of memorials for burials 

Basingstoke
The Old Forge, Sherborne St John, RG24 9LE
01256 851124

Probus Hears About a School 
Boy’s Experiences in WW2

The Probus Club of Basingstoke 
had a personal history lesson by 
member David Stiles, who reminisced 
about his wartime experiences as a 
schoolboy in Southampton.

He knows exactly where he was when 
Prime Minister, Neville Chamberlain, 
gave the announcement on the 
wireless that because the German 
Chancellor, Adolf Hitler had refused 
to withdraw his troops from their 
occupation of Poland, our ally, then  
“A state of war exists between our 
two countries.”

It was raining at 11.00 am, on 
Sunday 3 September 1939. He was 
five years old, listening to a car’s 
radio, in Ringwood with his mother 
and baby brother. 

They had been walking around the 
town searching for a place to stay 
as they had not been selected by 
the evacuation committee when 
they were dropped off at the railway 
station that morning. Single children 
had been taken in as evacuees, but 
a mother, baby and young boy were 
left to their own devices to find a 
billet. A kind motorist took pity on 
them and offered them a bed for that 
night and the following day they 
returned to meet the committee to see 
if accommodation could be found. 
It could, but only for the speaker. 
His mother and baby brother had to 
return home to Southampton.

This was an unhappy time as he would 
not eat, nor speak and cried himself 
to sleep every night. This was the 
phoney war when little happened, and 
he joined about a third of all evacuees 
that returned home.
Returning to school only a short 
distance down the road he was able to 
see the vapour trails from dog fights 
during the Battle of Britain knowing 
that the pilots on both sides were 
young men, not much older than 
his fellow school friends. Winning 
the control over Britain’s skies had 
the then Prime Minister, Winston 
Churchill making his famous speech 
that “So much is owed by so many to 
so few.”

His father was a tram driver in 
Southampton, and they lived opposite 
his grandparent’s large house where 
their deep cellar made a safe and 
comfortable air raid shelter. This 
was much better than the Anderson 
shelters made from corrugated iron 
that were buried in most gardens that 
were damp and cold, or the Morrison 
shelter that was really a table like 
construction with a reinforced top, 
angle iron legs and drop-down steel 
mesh curtains. 
Later, during The Blitz, bombing 
raids on Southampton docks were a 
daily occurrence and one night, they 
had to remain in their grandparent’s 
cellar for fourteen hours. On another 
occasion, because of the amount of 
falling shrapnel it was not possible 
to cross the road to the safety of his 
grandparent’s cellar they took shelter 
under the stairs. With the bombing 
causing the house to shake many of 
his mother’s pride and joy, her Royal 
Albert tea set, had many cups shaken 
from their hooks on the dresser and 
crashed to pieces.
During one raid the Luftwaffe 
dropped over 2,000 high explosive 
and more than 3,000 incendiary 
bombs, killing 650 people and leaving 
Southampton a smoking ruin. Each 
morning boys would collect shrapnel 

and became expert in identifying this 
jagged metal from bombs or shells. 
Shrapnel became school currency and 
could be swapped for cigarette cards 
or marbles. 

One day two Junker 88 bombers, with 
anti-aircraft shells exploded around 
them, flew straight at the school 
during playtime, firing their machine 
guns.  The school windows were 
smashed, and the speaker had tarmac 
bursting around his feet racing to the 
shelter where he was flung inside from 
a bomb blast.

With their house damaged by an 
incendiary bomb they were moved 
to a farm worker’s cottage in the 
country but close enough to see the 
nighttime raids on Portsmouth and 
Southampton. Fortunately, his father 
had been brought up on a farm and 
became a dairyman, while the speaker, 
as now a ten-year-old boy, was taught 
to drive the Fordson tractor.

The time came when many thousands 
of men and equipment were camped 
all around for several days ready for 
the expected invasion of France. He 
recalled their kindness as well as the 
gifts of sweets and chocolate. Then 
one morning they had gone. It was 
the 6 June 1944, D Day. During the 
morning the sky was filled with gliders 
being towed south by Dakota aircraft. 
He now knows that 10,000 men did 
not survive that day.

David Stiles brought along a 
comprehensive display of war time 
memorabilia with a week’s food ration, 
Identity cards, ration books, gas masks 
and other war time paraphernalia 
which added to this stirring 
presentation.

See www.probusbasingstoke.club
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Summer into Autumn 2023
So far this year only 2 months have 
had below average rainfall; in May 
there were only 6 days with significant 
rain and yet it came out at 81% of the 
average, however February only totalled 
3mm for the whole month! My rainfall 
total (to 12Nov) is 923mm whereas the 
30-year average should be 659mm|

June was a fine month with lots of 
high pressure, well-above average 
temperatures and  only 3 very wet days, 
but a violent thunderstorm on the 
afternoon of the 11th produced some 
30.3mm heavy rain. There were 23 days 
absolutely rainfree but sunshine totals 
were around average due to frequent 
stratocumulus clouds (below the high 
pressure systems).

July and August were both very 
average months - no hot weather and 
a few wet days.  Overall temperatures 
were near average but sunshine totals 
were very poor.

September had a very warm spell from 
the 4th to the 11th but only a few days 
of rain, but they were caused by violrnt 
thunderstorms (42mm overnight 
17th/18th and 39mm on the 20th.

October started very cloudy and dry 
but there was significant rain on the the 
evening of the 11trh and frequent rain from 

the 18th.  There were huge rainfall totals 
across much of Scotland but especially 
in the Southeast during this early part 
of October with very persistent onshore 
southeasterly winds day after day resulting 
in widespread flooding.

In November storm Ciaran passed over 
here on the 2nd, fortunately we were 
near the centre of the storm (unusually 
low at some 950mb) so winds here were 
only strong at times, whereas further 
South in the Channel winds were up 
to 100mph and Brest reported a wind 
of 115mph - resulting in widespread 
damage further south.

An aside from the past weather: 
politicians and the media are always 
talking about the production of carbon 

dioxide by man’s activities but they 
never actually discuss specifics.  In the 
list of world producers of CO2 Britain 
lies in 17th place and is responsible 
for a fraction of just over 1% of global 
production; China occupies top place 
with 29% of the total followed by the 
USA with almost 14% and then India at 
about 7%.  China produced about 11.5 
billion tons of CO2 in 2021 with the US 
on about 5 bilIion tons.  It is surprising 
to note some of the countries above 
Britain in the list - e.g. Germany, Iran, 
Brazil and even Turkey and Australia!  
I accept that theUK  (i.e. us) have to 
reduce our production of CO2 but what 
about those who are at the top of the 
list! How can they be  persuaded?

David Cullum. Tel. 850315

Hospice launches Light up a Life 
appeal to raise vital funds for patients
St. Michael’s Hospice, an independent charity, has launched its 
“Light up a Life” appeal to raise vital funds. By dedicating a light 
on the Hospice’s tree or their virtual tree, you can remember 
someone special and help families who need the Hospice’s care. 

As part of the appeal, the Hospice will host a Light up a Life 
service on December 10 in the Hospice grounds. The service 
provides a special way to remember and celebrate the lives of 
loved ones.

St. Michael’s Hospice provides its care for free but receives 
only 16% statutory funding to run its services. This means 
the charity needs to raise £14,000 every day to care for people 
across North Hampshire who have life-limiting illnesses, need 
end-of-life care, or bereavement support. Demand for their 
services is increasing, and so are costs.

Lorraine Pink, Director of Income Generation, said, “This 
event is a beautiful and poignant way of remembering a loved 
one this festive season. We want to encourage everyone from 
our community to join us to celebrate our loved ones. All 
funds raised through our Light up a Life appeal will help us 
to continue providing vital care to our families across North 
Hampshire. We can’t thank our community enough for their 
support.”

You can make a difference to their patients across North 
Hampshire by supporting the Hospice’s Light up a Life appeal. 
Please visit stmichaelshospice.org.uk/light-up to make a 
dedication to a loved one.

Reindeer Run fun is back this 
December in North Hampshire!
St. Michael’s Hospice, an independent 
charity, are calling on keen reindeer 
runners to take on their 3k festive fun 
runs this December.

On Sunday 3 December in Basingstoke, 
and Sunday 17 December in Alton, 
St. Michael’s Hospice are hosting their 
annual Reindeer Run – bringing the 
event to Alton for the very first time!

This family-friendly event is a great way 
to get your family in the festive spirit, 
while raising funds for the local charity. 
You can choose from the two events or 
take part in both! Both events are kindly 
being sponsored by Harlequin Clothing. 
The Basingstoke event, sponsored by 

Festival Place, will start and finish in 
Festival Place and run around Eastrop 
Park. The Alton event will take place 
at Jubilee Playing Field and will loop 
the fields.

Sign up is just £10 per person. Included 
with your registration, runners will also 
receive a pair of reindeer antlers to make 
sure you look the part – and you’ll be 
presented with a medal once you cross 
the finish line!

Becky Legate, Events Manager at the 
Hospice, said, ‘Reindeer Run is one of 
our most popular events of the year, 
and this year it’s even bigger with an 
event taking place in Alton! It’s such 

a fun way of getting the whole family 
involved with a local charity while getting 
in the festive spirit. We are excited to 
welcome everyone from Basingstoke and 
Alton community for a fun event for a 
worthwhile cause. Thank you!’  

St. Michael’s Hospice provide their care 
for free but receive only 16% statutory 
funding to run their services. This means 
the charity needs to raise £14,000 a day to 
care for people across North Hampshire 
who have life-limiting illnesses, need end 
of life care, or bereavement support. 

You can sign up for Reindeer Run at 
stmichaelshospice.org.uk/reindeer-run-23

Basingstoke Concert Band
invites you to their

Annual Christmas Concert at Christ Church, Chineham RG24 8LT on
Sunday 10 December 2023 starting at 3.00pm

Tickets £10 (U16 free) available from:
band members, at the door, or visit https://ticketlab.co.uk/event/id/18858

There’s something for everyone, from Christmas carols to traditional and modern festive 
arrangements and so much more.

Make this concert the start of your 
Christmas celebrations

Where am I ?         St Paul’s Cathedral

w

Winter Appeal

Registered Charity Number: 1002856

Your support warms our hearts
during the coldest months!
With the colder months driving up costs to run our Hospice, 
your generous donations and support will help us continue to 
provide crucial care and support to patients and their families 
across North Hampshire this winter. We know the cost-of-living 
crisis is affecting us all, so any gift you can provide, no matter 
the size, will help us more than you know.
Please consider donating to our Winter Appeal today: 
stmichaelshospice.org.uk/winter23

Please donate

2023   Pamber Green Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct To 12 Nov
Avge Day Max Temp  C  23.7  20.3  21.1 22.4  17.1 12.2
Diff from 30-year avge C +4.7  -0.7  +0.6 +3.8   +3.0 +0.4
Highest Max Temp      C 29.6  27.3  25.4 29.0   25.0 14.0
Avge Night Min Temp C 11.6  12.2  12.5 12.6     8.8   4.2
Diff from 30-year avge C +2.9 +1.0  +2.3 +3.5   +2.7  -4.6
Lowest Min Air Temp  C   4.5   7.1    8.1   5.0    -1.2  -0.9
Total Rainfall             mm  53.6 98.9  96.6 102.0 120.9  78.9
Percent of 30-year avge  107% 180%  148% 164% 161% ?271%
No. of days with>1mm rain      3     9    13     6   13      7
Diff from 30-year avge    -4   +2    +6   -3   +6      ?
Highest 24-hour Rainfall mm   16.7  14.0   13.0   30.3   31.5
Percent of 30-year avge   220%  124%     81%   107%   176%
No. of days with>1mm rain      21     12        6       3        2
Diff from 30-year avge    +10     +3      -4     -4     ---
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PROFESSIONAL FOOT CARE IN THE 
COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME Fay 
Curtis (MCFHP. MAFHP) fully qualified Foot 
Health Practitioner offers a range of foot services 
including: Toenail cutting, Nail condition 
treatments, Corn removal, Callus reduction, Dry 
and cracked heel remedies, Verruca treatment 
and Diabetic foot care.  To book an appointment 
call Fay on 07780 664410

BEAUTY THERAPIST  Based in my 
professional, relaxing home based salon 
in Pamber Heath.  Treatments offered - 
Gelish Nails, Pedicures, Waxing, Eve Taylor 
Aromatherapy Facials, Lash Lift, Massage, Indian 
Head Massage and Reflexology.  Strict hygiene 
/ cleaning and COVID safe procedures in place.  
Please call or text Amey on 07729421869

THE BASINGSTOKE ARTISAN 
HANDYMAN  Local, trustworthy and reliable. 
A skilled Handyman who can also add a bespoke 
flavour to your projects. Any size job considered, 
quick and simple to complex.  
www.thebartyman.co.uk  07827 216806

JON’S GARDENING & HANDYMAN 
SERVICES  Regular garden maintenance & one 
off jobs. Fencing, Hedges, Pruning, General tidy 
ups and home maintenance. For sensible rates 
and a friendly service please call 07488 347493.

HELEN’S HOUNDS AND MORE   Dog Sitting 
(day and overnight), walking and pop- in visits. 
Cat and small pet visits. I’m fully insured, DBS 
checked and Dog First Aid trained. I have 
existing clients in SSJ and can provide references 
if required.  
Email: helenshoundsandmore@gmail.com 
Mobile: 07930870249

Small Ads
Enquiries and items for inclusion please contact Emma Foreman on 01256 889215/07747 015494  
or emma@thehaye.co.uk
-	 The advertising rate is £4 per month or £6 for a box entry. Cheques to be made payment to ‘The Villager’. 
- 	Payment for advertisements must be received in advance and are limited to 10 lines of type. 
-	 For information on annual block advertisements please contact Emma Foreman

TSI COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC BUILDING 
MAINTENANCE. Electrical. Plumbing. 
Capentry or Decorationg. For a quotation, please 
phone 01256 780460 or 07989 940210.

PILLS ARE NOT THE ONLY ANSWER 
Hypnotherapy can bring rapid relief from 
depression and other emotional problems. Local 
practitioner, qualified with 14 years experience. 
Will give free initial consultation. Phone Derek 
Joseph on 01256 850653

DRUM TUITION. Professional musician with 
over 24 years experience. Teaching all aspects of 
drumming from counting, reading, playing to 
tracks, and technique etc. All ages and abilities 
welcome from total beginners to advanced. For 
more info please contact John Lezana on  
07947 728 686  www.johnlezana.com

PRIVATE TUITION IN FRENCH AND 
GERMAN with qualified, experienced, CRB 
checked teachers. All ages and stages, including 
preparation for examinations (CE, GCSE, 
IB, A-level etc.), adult conversation and 
primary/nursery language clubs Daytime 
or evenings, at home, work or school. Call 
Samantha Cruickshank (Language 
Services Specialists) on: 07944 820284 or 
email: scruickshanktutor@yahoo.co.uk

ABLE GARDEN SERVICES Grass and hedge 
cutting, fencing, turfing, patios, planting, tree 
work, gravel drives etc. Please call  
Eddie on 01189 700765 (Pamber Heath) or 
07904 440468

HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable and 
affordable services. Experienced, easy going local 
lady, who checks every corner. Ironing services 
also available. References available upon request. 
Email: mariacleaning@live.co.uk,  
tel. 07933316989

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES  River K Solutions 
Ltd, for all your bookkeeping needs. Please 
contact us on 07402173137 for free initial 
consultation or check our website  
www.riverksolutions.co.uk

LARGE 3 BEDROOM TOP FLOOR 
DUPLEX APARTMENT IN THE HEART OF 
CARCASSONNE. In a tree lined square, around 
the corner from all the restaurants, patisseries 
and shops in the old town, on the 3rd and 4th 
floor of a 19th Century building, our apartment 
looks out at the restored UNESCO site of the 
Medieval Cité.   5* Trip Advisor sleeps 6. Phone: 
01256 850058 for more details.

REGISTERED CHILDMINDER based in 
Sherborne St John will have full/part time 
spaces available from July.  Also collecting from 
Sherborne St John school in September.  For 
more information call: 01256 851249

HOME & OFFICE MAINTENANCE 
SERVICES All types of installation and 
maintenance works including electrical, 
plumbing, IT networks, access/security/alarm/ 
attendance systems, carpentry and decorating. 
Cleaning services, secure disposal of office 
document waste. Please call Adam on  
07511 495052. Visa, Master Card, Amex.

LOCAL FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER, 
Visiting Practice, Nail Cutting, Callus Removal, 
Corn Removal and other treatments. Contact 
Lynne on 07767 059406

CHEEKY PAWS AND CLAWS Established, 
experienced dog walker. Home visits for all pets.  
Pet sitting. Equestrian/hoofed animals. Fully 
insured. 20 years as a zoo keeper. 
http:/www.facebook.com/cheeky.paws.claws 
email:  kbeeson1@btinternet.com 
07752 414821 (text only)

To book a classified advert for the Villager, 
register with this website. Then search 
for The Villager using any of the searches 
allowed. There is no online payment – 
you can pay by cheque at the end of the 
booking process as normal. Once monies 
are received you will be able to access 
receipts and check your booking history 
from this site.

ONLINE BOOKINGS
All classified adverts can now be 
booked on the website:  
www.fromthesmallestseed.co.uk

PLEASE NOTIFY THE EDITOR OF ANY ALTERATIONS OR CHANGES TO THIS LIST.
THIS IS THE ONLY WAY OF ENSURING THAT THE DETAILS ARE CORRECT

CHURCH OF ENGLAND - SWP Parish	 Revd Stewart Deering 	 Mob: 07359 717577      Tel: 01256 647900
				    stewart.deering@sherborneswithpamber.org
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH	 The Presbytery, Popley Way, Basingstoke	 819722
BASINGSTOKE COMMUNITY CHURCH	 Sarum Hill Centre, Basingstoke	  316000
CLERKS TO PARISH COUNCILS
	 SSJ           		  clerk@sherbornestjohn-pc.gov.uk	 07714 770940
	 MS            Mrs Cally Morris 	 clerk@monksherborne-pc.gov.uk	 07721 076186
	 Pamber     Chris Gunnell	 clerk@pamber-pc.gov.uk	 07942 637210
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR for SSJ	 David McIntyre	 Cllr.David.McIntyre@basingstoke.gov.uk
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR for Pamber	 Androulla Johnstone	 Cllr.Androulla.Johnstone@basingstoke.gov.uk
BASINGSTOKE & DEANE BOROUGH COUNCIL	 Civic Offices, London Road, Basingstoke	 844844
HAMPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL	 The Castle, Winchester	 01962 841841
HAMPSHIRE POLICE		  Non-emergency	 101 or 01962 841534
			   www.hampshire.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH	 ted_wilkinson@btinternet.com                                   01256 850891
NEAREST JOB CENTRE		 https://www.jobcentrejobs.co.uk
LOCAL GROUPS
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP	 Mrs Loraine Brown, (Secretary)	 01256 590359
RAINBOWS			  Caroline Givan: caroline.givan@gmail.com
BROWNIES			   TramayneHenwood - ssjbrownies@outlook.com	 422083 
GUIDES			   Sam Hazlewood - ssjguides@yahoo.com	 880132
CUBS			   Ms Trish Field	 01420 544904
Little Acorns, Bumps/Babes/Toddlers in SSJ	 Mrs Liz Gwynn	 07770 373282
SSJ SOCIAL CLUB			   850303
SSJ HISTORY SOCIETY		 Mrs Jane Shelvey	  jshelvey@lillydown.net
TENNIS CLUB		  Paul & Maria Saunders	 850430
SSJ RETIREMENT COFFEE MORNING	 Mrs Margaret Cramer	 850390
SUMMIT JUDO CLUB		  Mr Len Dunce	 07860 435 831
			   or Mr Paul Hamilton	 07917 005862
YOGA in SSJ Village Hall	 Mrs Jacqui Morris	 881336
SHORT MAT INDOORS BOWLS CLUB	 Mr Les Bone	 850973
FOOTBALL CLUB		  Mr Terry Buller       tel.buller@gmail.com	 07584 169241
PICCOLO PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY	 Claudia or Jane        info@piccolopsn.com	 07528 726248	
			                                      www.piccolopsn.com 
THE VYNE HOUSE (National Trust)	 Mr Stuart Maughan	 01256 883858
SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING	 Mrs J. Hughes          email: tadleysd@gmail.com
BALLET at SSJ Village Hall	 Jenni Stafford	 jenni@jsba.uk
VENUE BOOKINGS:	
St Stephen’s Hall	 Doreen Quilter		   07854 280343
MS Village Hall		  enquiries@monksherbornevillagehall.org.uk	 07759 064220
SSJ Village Hall	 Shawna Campbell	 ssjhallbookings@yahoo.com	 07726 308431 
The Chute Pavilion	 Terry Buller	 tel.buller@gmail.com	 07584 169241
HEALTH CARE
NORTH HANTS HOSPITALS NHS TRUST		  473202
HANTSDOC			   01189 365592
BRAMBLYS GRANGE			   467778
CHINEHAM SURGERY			  479244
CROWN HEIGHTS MEDICAL CENTRE		  329021
CLIFT SURGERY, BRAMLEY		  881228
HOLMWOOD, TADLEY		  01189 814166
ROOKSDOWN SURGERY		  399710
MORELAND SURGERY			  0118 9816661
EDUCATION
THE PRIORY PRIMARY ACADEMY TRUST	 Mr Matt Walsh  (Head teacher)	 850062
SSJ PRIMARY SCHOOL		 Ms Sarah Jolliffe  (Head teacher)	 850180
ST BEDE’S RC PRIMARY SCHOOL	 Mr Jamie Carroll	 473379
PUBLIC SERVICES
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU		  0808 2787829
BRITISH RAIL NATIONAL ENQUIRIES		  0345 484950
BUS STATION (STAGECOACH)		  0871 121 0190
LIBRARIES			   Basingstoke Town Centre	 473901
			   Chineham Library	 465643
			   Tadley Library	 0300 555 1387
DIAL-A-RIDE		  Monday-Friday 8.30-12.00 am and 2.00-4.15 pm 	 01256 462101

If we have omitted any organisations, and/or their contact details, we apologise and would welcome any information to keep 
this list up to date and relevant
Nov 2023	 Julie Crawley	 villagermagazine@gmail.com	 01256 851003

Contacts
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